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ABSTRACT 

This report summarizes what occurred in Australian 
education from 1983-89. This compilation of updated information is 
designed for use by U.S. college admissions officers who review 
Australian credentials at both the secondary and tertiary levels. 
Findings are based on letters, interviews, bulletins, handbooks, and 
actual credentials. At the secondary level, the trend is to depend 
less on external examinations at the end of Years 10 and 12, and more 
on school results and continuing standardization of grading across 
subject areas. A proposal to introduce a course to lead to the 
Diploma of Tertiary Studies, presented in 1988, is expected to 
attract Year 12 and higher education school leavers interested in a 
general course with a vocational component. This course, consisting 
of 2 years of coursework and 1 year of work experience, aims to 
provide a broadly based education in science and technology, business 
and vocational studies, or social science and humanities. Sample 
educational certificates at the secondary and tertiary level from 
various Australian states and territories are included. A list of 
additions and corrections to the list of Australian professional 
boards and associations appearing in the 1983 volume is attached. 
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The Educational System of Australia: 

An Update of the 1983 World Education Series Volume 



INTRODUCTION 



In 1982 the author was in Australia to study the educational system and report the findings to the American 
Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO). Results of this research were 
published in 1983 as an AACRAO World Education Series/WES volume. 

Since 1982, there have been dramadc changes in Australian education both at the secondary and tertiary 
levels. For example, at the secondary level in each state/territory, there has been at least one change 
regarding grading/certification practices; in some states, two or more. At the tertiary level, federal mitiauyes 
have encouraged amalgamations of schools to such an extent that uncooperative instituaons will not receive 
funds. Therefore, there has been a significant shifting and realignment of postsecondary educauonal 
institutions in Australia. Another interesting development at the tertiary level has been the appearance of 
private educational establishments, a relatively uncommon phenomenon until the 1980s. 

Because of all the changes which have occurred, updated information has been collected for ^S. 
admissions officers who review Australian credentials at both the secondary and ternary levels. 
monograph summarizes what has occurred in Australian education from 1983-1989. Findings are based on 
letters, interviews, bulletins, handbooks, and actual credentials, including those forwarded from admission 
officers and evaluators throughout the United States. Specific acknowledgments of the Australians who 
helped are included as appropriate at the end of each section of the monograph. We greatly appreciate the 
willingness of these people to help. 

The volume — A Study of the Educational System of Australia and a Guide to the Academe 

Placement of Students in Educational Institutions in the United States — summarized information through 
June of 1982. One should not rely only on this update for m understanding of Australian creden^. It is 
really designed to be a companion piece for use in conjunction with the earlier WES volume and, therefore, 
will probably not be very useful for those who don't have a copy. Readers who need to order the 
volume may do so by writing to: AACRAO, One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 330, Washinpon, ^ 
20036. The cost is S8 for members; $12, nonmembers (plus $2.50 shipping and handling domesuc; $5 for 
foreign). Readers who wish to access the 1983 volume via ERIC should use the following idenuficauon 
number; #ED249884. 



SECONDARY EDUCATION 



Increasingly, at the secondary level of education, the trend is to depend less on external examinations at the 
end of Years 10 and 12, and more on school results and continuing moderation of grading across subject 
areas. ("Moderation" is best understood as a standardization across a state's or territory's schools of teachers 
practices and syllabuses so that the grades given by all schools for the same courses »e comparable.) 
Schools are encouraged to use criterion-assessed grading and to rely more on competencies gained, lather 
than on teachers' expectations. (Recent implementation of external exams in the Northern Territory is the 
exception.) Assessment involves gathering information about student achievement in terms of educational 
objectives rather than using norm-referenced approaches. Students are not supposed to be subject to 
statistical transformations which may render the information valuable for some groups at the expense of 
others. 

Previously, only school leavers at Year 12, and sometimes Year 10, were eligible to receive second^ 
"leaving certification." (Former Year 12 credentials were directed tow^ university entrance only.) 
However, in recent years there has been a definite trend in Australia to provide all secondary school leavers 
with some kind of statement/credential certifying the subjects and grades they have attained in Years 10, 11, 
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Apparent Retention Rates, Australian Schools 
Nationwide and By State 



Tabic 1: Year 12 Apparent Retention Rates Adjusted for Migration, 1987 







Adjusted for Net 


Percentage Point 




Unadjusted 


Migration Effects 


Difference 




% 


% 




NSW 


47.1 


46.8 


-0.3 


Vic 


5ZS 


51.8 


-0.7 


QLD 


62J 


61.0 


-1.5 


SA 


602 


60.0 


-0.2 


WA 


54.4 


53.3 


-1.1 


Tas 


33.0 


36.6 


+3.6 


NT 


40.7 


39.9 


-0.8 


ACT 


79.0 


76.7 


-2.3 


Aust 


53.1 


52-5 


-0.6 



Note: 'Htc ^justments have been computed using 1987 data; however, it is reasonable to assume 
that sumlar differences would apply to 19&S 



Figure 2: Apparent Retention Rates to Year 12 by Gender 
All Stares and Territories. 1988 




Source: "Retention pd participation in Australian schools 1988 Update." Department of Employment, 
tducauon and Training, Ausiralian Govemmeni Publishing Service, Canberra, July 1989. 
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and 12, regardless of the specific year’s level. In many stares, there have been accelerated efforts to provide 
access to educadon for students with disabiliues. 



Academic Calendar at the Secondary Level 

The school year begins at the end of January/early February and ends in mid-December . There are usually three 
terms each of 13-15 weeks. A number of states have moved to a 4-term year. 



Retention Rates in Secondary Schools 



Apparent retendon rates to Year 12 have increased substantially in the last 20 years — from 23% in 1967 to 58 % 
in 1988. See the table and figures on p. 2. 



Visual Diagrams: Primary and Secondary Educational Systems of Australia 



The primary/secondary systems of educadon of exh state and territory in Australia, as they exisied/exist in 
the years indicated, are represented in the linear diagrams below. The name of the agency which authorized 
the curriculum leading to each certificate listed, and which awarded that certificate, is given following the 
name of the certifreate. The numbers and/or letters along the top of each diagram indicate the years or grade 
levels in the schools of that state. 







1. Australian Capital Territory/ACT 

Year/Giade 1 2345678 9 10 11 12 



1982 



Primary School 



Jr. Second. (HS) 



Sr. Sec. (CoU.) 

BC 



Certificate/Awarding Agency: A — ^Year 10 Cert/Issued by individual high schools; B — Secondary College 
Record/ACT Schools Authority; C — Supplementary Information for Tertiary Entrance (with Tertiary Entrance 
Score)/ACT Schools Authority. NOTE; Prior to 1974, primary and secondary education in the ACT was 
administered by the NSW Depu of Educ. (see Linear Diagram 2). 



Year/Giade 1 2345678 9 10 11 12 



1982 



Primary School 



Jr. Second. (HS) 



Sr. Sec. (Coll.) 
i B BCD 




Certificate/A warding Agency; A — ^Year 10 Cert/Issued by individual high schools; B — Secondary School 
Record/ACT Schools Authority; C— Year 12 Cert/ACT Schools Authority; D— Tertiary Entrance Statement/ 
ACT Schools Authority. 



2 . New South Wales 



Year/Grade 

1968-1986 



^ 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 



Primary School 



Jr. Secondary | Sr. Secondary I 



B 



Bi; B-High.r School CenTBd. of 



Year/Grade 
Beg. 1987 



^23456789 



10 11 12 



Primary School 



Jr. Seco ndary Sr. Secondary I 



AB B BC 

of AchievcmcodBd. of 



3. Northern Territory 



Year/Grade 



1986 



10 11 12 



Primary School 



I Jr. Sec. I Sr. Secondary | 



B BC 



Cen.(JSSC)/NT Bd. of Studies*; B_Senior 
Second StuiS (S’ (s!sSn^t^nf subj^t attainment)/NT Bd. of Studies*; C-Senior 

Acscss.«,.Bd. of S. Accdoli. (-fhevioocly .SeOTCoSolor^d'^'c.^S^^ 



4. Queensland 



Year/Grade 



1968-present 



10 



11 12 



Primary School 



Jr. Sec. I Sr. Secondary | 



BC 



report/S'i^ue^^ld'^S^^ ta"l989^?i,d'clT^S' 
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5. South Australia 

Year/Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 



FGH 



AB 



£ 

Cerdncate/A warding Agency; A— Secondary School CeriTEducation Depu of SA; B— Maoriculadon Exam. 
Cert, or, beginning in 1980, the Statement of Results/Public Exams. Bd. (PEB) of S A; C — Intermediate Cert.; 
I>— Leaving CeriTPEB; E— Mairiculadon Cert (formerly Leaving Honours Exam)/PEB; F— School Leaver 
Statement/Issuing school; G— Year 12 Certificate of Achievement/ Senior Secondary Assessment Bd. of S A 
(SSABSA): H— Higher Ed. Entrance Scores report/SSABSA. 



1984 

1982 

1968 



Primary School 


Secon. Sch. F F 


Primary School 


Secon. Sch. 


Primary School 


Secon. Sch. 




6. Tasmania 



Year/Gtade 



2 3 4 5 




D C 
8 9 



B 

10 



A A 
11 12 



1982 



1968 (and earlier) 



Primary School Jr. Sec. (H.S.) _ 


Sr. Sec. (Coin 


A (B) B 


Primary School Jr. Sec. (H.S.) 


Sr. Sec. (Coll) 


C D (E) E 



Certificate/Awarding Agency; A— School Cert/Schools Bd. of Tasmania; B — Higher School Cert (some 
subject passes may be earned at endof Yr. 1 l)/Schools Bd. of Tas.; C — Secondary School Cert (non-academic 
bias)/Issued by individual schools; also Intermediate Cert/University of Tasmania (through 1938)/State Dept 
Educ. (1939-45); D— Schools Bd. Cert/Schools Bd. of Tas. (1946-1968); E— Matriculadon Cert (some 
subject could have been earned at end of lower Grade A)/Schools Bd. of Tasmania. 
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7. Victoria 



Year/Grade 


1 2 3 4 5 6 


7 8 9 10 


11 12 


1992 




Secondary 


H 


1987 




Secondary 


H > 


1982 


Primary School 


Secondary Academic 






Secondary Tech. B 


C 


1968 




Secondary Academic 






E 


F ( 



HKL 

HJ 

A 

D(TOP) 



(VISE); B- 

I^S.a™=„. of R„U 



8. Western Australia 



Year/Grade 



2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 



1987 




Jr. Sec. 


Sr. Sec. 


1982 


Primary School 


(F) (F) 


F 






[(A) (A) 


\A 


1968 




Jr. Sec. 


Sr. Sec. 



D E 



Ao,hon,vCTri^l°'r/,.'?r^^^ ^^ of S«:on^ Educ.ffiom 1986. Soco»ia,y Edoc. 

LoaorbyTmiao'lStolSS^S^S;!?' T Adrateions 

Cens^oi^Tw. 
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Secondary Education in the Australian Capital Territory/ACT 



Beginning in 1986, there have been fairly significant changes to the term structure and in the certificates 
earned by senior secondary students. Reported in the 1983 volume was a proposal to clmge the structure of 
education in the Australian Capital Territory/ACT by creating three stages of education: kindergarten to 
Year 3: Year 4 through Year 9; Year 10 through Year 12. This proposal was not adopted; the structure of 
primary and secondary levels of education remain as outlined in the ACT diagram in the preceding pages. 

There are three terms in the academic year. A four-term academic year was also int^uced in 1988 and 
secondary schools — called "colleges" — may now offer term, semester, or crimKter uiiits. To put the units 
into a common frame of reference, unit values are now being expressed in "jwints" rather than as 
proportions of "standard units." What was formerly one standard unit, which occupied one trimester for 4 
hours a week, will now be expressed as 4 points. A new term unit course, which occupies a quarter of the 
four-term school year, is worth 3 points, and a semester unit is worth 6 points. Students preparing for 
tertiary entrance must complete at least 120 points. It is expected that these changes in the umt structure 
will be reflected on most certificates issued beginning in 1989. 



Program of Study in Years 11 and 12. 



A "course" (e.g., English, mathematics, American history, human biology) is frequently studied over two 
years and consists of "units." "Units" are individual subjects that make up a course Md that are taught 
within a term. ("The Civil War" would be an example of a unit in the Anierican History course.) T^e 
length of a unit is determined by each secondary college — some offer term units, some ofi^er semester units, 
and some offer trimester units. The important factor to know about points is^ that one point is the value 
given to an amount of work associated with approximately 1 1 hours of classtime. Regardless of the term 
configuration, the total time required for completion of courses remains virtually unchanged from the 
programs described in 1983. In order to be a "major course," a course must consist of at least 20 but less 
than 32 points (formerly 5-7 units). 

For a "minor course," a course must consist of at least 12 but less than 20 points (formerly 3-4 units). 
A"major/minor course" must consist of at least 32 but less than 40 points (formerly 8 or 9 units). For 
purposes of tertiary entrance, a major/minor course is actually considered as one major plus one minor. 

A "double major course" contains units accruing 40 points or more (formerly 10 or more units). For 
tertiary entrance purposes, a double major course is considered as two majors. All regular fulltime students 
must include five or six majors or minors over the two-year period. 

Courses are identified as T" ( formerly, "Tertiary-Accredited"), "A" (formerly, "Accredited"), "R" 
(formerly "Registered"), or "E" courses, the last designed to provide knowledge and skills directly relevant to 
a particular area of employment. E courses may consist of combinations of E, A, and T units. These terms 
are described in the earlier publication, except for E courses, which were implemented in 1989. Where 
courses are listed on any Year 11/12 certificate, the T," "A," "R" and "E" indicators are also included. 

Mathemadcs Sequences. The syllabuses for mathematics study are still evolving and should be resolved 
in late 1989. In general terms, T Mathemadcs 1 is currently that level of study required for filler tertiary 
study in mathemadcs. Some faculdes at the Australian Nadonal University require a major/niinor at 
Mathematics 1 level for entry to their first year courses. The current Mathemadcs 2 subject combines the 
former Mathematics sequences 3 and 4, and the current Mathematics 3 subject combines the former 
Mathematics sequences 5 and 6. As the policy is finalized regarding mathemadcs syllabuses, there may be 
further changes. (Former mathematics sequences are described in the 1983 volume.) 
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Year 12 Certificates 



There are now three (tocuments uJtSv EnSn students beginning in 1986. 

Secondary School Recori 5 Statement, the Year 12 Cenificate. and the 

the Supplementary InformaSn for Teitiarv ^®“"‘^ary College Record and 

based on results in Years 11 and 12. Thev mav be^RampH P'‘®^®‘^®ssors, the three new certificates are 
(government secondary colleges or urivate ^onrflrv c^h *" appropriate ACT schools 

included at the end of this ACT section. ools/colleges). Samples of the three certificates are 

replS.^£“SiS^' Information for Tertiary Entrance, which it 
intended for rostsecont^ institution “a for university matriculation. It is 

following changes will be noticed: comparing the new with the former document, the 



■ aaaa a. ACT inad.„doaa is no longer included 

version of sca]ed*^ore^ow percenl^ scores previously used, a new 

the college -gcncraicd couise scores so h course. The new scaling procedure alters 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASATi scores of average and spread as the Australian 

procedures us^pSuce sc^c n<=w scaling 

previous percentile scale). The scaling procedure^does n^Ser^S or less, as on the 

their courses. ® alter the relaove positions of the students in 

rarely „c^ apm l,Z7,SScf 

diacipiinc, wcighdng dre degree Ken". :Sc"LT^' 

^iru^Vy “«> aal 750. 

Statement no longer has to figure out wS c ’ or mmor. The user of the Tertiary Entrance 
aa only cue rusu, JuciTapS^^i'; 

indicuBs die P«n*nl^?if LS2 wSTtare'S^e^Ye^^^^ Candidature-) now 

SfHnr°:s“cra^e^ctird^''c^^^^^ 

10 1986. die percenlage of studenls wid. a score was !iponML)“ P” 

a5bS""““'"'“ 

■ Apdrude Test/ASAT waa reporBd on l»e 

repom for all student who conrpleB Year R 

^uacdaWrveraion of dre Secondary Codege^^^^ 
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. The tenns aitended. Note that there may be minor changes in term structi^ reflated in the certifia^ 
which will appear beginning in 1989. For further information see the beginning of this secuon on 
secondary education in the ACT. A student must be enrolled for at least five terms to receive a Year 12 

Certificate. 

• The courses and points or units completed; whether they are T. A. R. or E; and wlwther they ^ major 
or minor. It is undear whether points or units will be Usted, probably the former (Formaly. the weight 
of the unit was indicated. In most cases this was "1" (one unit). When the smdent twk non-s^d^ 
units, they were indicated by a decimal fraction of a standard unit [e.g.. 0J25, 0.50. 0.75, iJU. i.oo, 

2 . 00 ]’.) 

• The student's achievement is also indicated. Since definitions for the A through E grading scale were not 
provided in the 1983 volume, they are included below (see "Grading"). 

Secondary College Record. This certificate does not differ markedly &om the former version. However, 
previously it was a completion statement for employers, serving the same purpose that the Yw 12 
Certificate serves now. Beginning in 1986. it is issued upon request of the student ^d mdirata 
smdied. including those in which the student is enrolled at the time the document is pnnted. As such, it 
may indicate partial completion of the two-year senior secondary program. It is useful for students who are 
seeking employment, leaving college, changing colleges, or moving interstate. 

Because this record may be issued before final completion of senior secondary, infomation alxiut 
courses is not reported (whether they are major, minor, and so forth). Therefore, it may not be ^Mible to 

determine whether a group of units forms a coherent course. Nevertheless, the units are groupe y 

subject area, and whether they can be used to form T, A, R, or E courses is mdicated. Points m^ ^o 
indicated. (Formerly, standard and non-standard units were reported [see the discussion of non-standard umts 
under "Year 12 Certificate"].) 

Grades on the A-E scale are reported. The symbol indicates that the unit was not completed at the 
time the document was prepared. The major difference between the current vereion and the earlier version of 
the Secondary School Record is that no longer are course and subject percenule scores reported, along with 
the letter grades. 



Grading 



All assessment in the ACT is school-based. Schools are encouraged to employ criterion-based assessment 
principles. Students' achievements are graded on a 5-point scale of A down to E; 

A - Awarded for very high achievement in all aspects of the unit of study. Students earning this grade 
understand the most difficult ideas, demonstrate initiative, can identify and solve problems, and 



communicate clearly. 

B - Awarded for achievement of a high level of understanding and for ability to ^ply the skills learned to a 
wide range of problems. 



C - Awarded when most of the important ideas are understood and when most of the skills covered would 
allow the student to continue study in the area or do woric requiring the skill. 

D - Awarded for knowledge of the basic terminology of the area of study, for learning some of the skills 
and some of the important ideas. 

E - Awarded when attendance requirements have been met and work assignments have been completed, but 
few of the skills have been mastered. 

P - Satisfactory. Sometimes used in an R course. 



I 
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U • Unsatisfactory. Sometimes used in an R 



couise. 



^ ^ i^djcaie th^ the content has been covered even though the college has not the 

student m that unit (e.g., when a student has completed the work at another school.) 

• - Indicates that the unit was not completed at the time the document was prepared 

deviaSj^ reported anywhere on a percentile scale with the average and standard 

Matriculation Requirements 

complete a minimum of 120 points (formerly 30 
S4 rSo^^ Sn^Sf,- ^ ^ (“y 27 of the minimum 30 units)^ At 

3 T n^SS^l T minof comprise the tertiary preparation program, with at least 

j 1 majors and l T minor. The T units must accrue at least 72 points. 

even^f adjusted and can be met in either day or 

minor " "’““F two-year program— 3 T majors plus 1 T 

them ^ special identified on their Tertiary Entrance Statements and universities treat 

WinB “ must complete, in the repeated year. A units accruing at least 60 

Test/ASAT*^ A? for tertiary entrance must also sit for the. Australian Scholastic Aptitude 

Test score: Used to soalff - 

ASAT Verbal Course score in English. 

Course scores in math, all science (except biology). 

ASAT Total Course scores in social science, biology, and humanities. 

New informarion on this test is discussed under Tertiary Education." 

Sources 

^A5Ar?°°^" Authority booklets: Forming a Tertiary Package, What’s the Score?, Certification, What’s 

Conc=n.s-N=wsl=„.r of 
Box 20. Civic 
^-""-onwcoIO. Schools 



o 
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Secondary Education in New South Wales/NSW 



Effauve 1987, new legislation provided for the establishment of the Board of Secondary Educatinn tn 
the Board of Senior School Studies (previously responsible for Years 11 Md 12) and the 



^ch^\T^t(Z EducationJCSE. A proposal for this certificate, to replace the 

Sch^l Ceruficate and provide yearly leaving reports in Years 1 1 and 12 , was beine fuUv develnrv^ fnr 

i^plement^e CS^ M^^e SchMl 8°''®™tnent reversed the decision to 

.Ko 7 f V ,« ’rf’ “ School Cemficate remains the major junior secondary qualificadon awarderl at 

with^°ual Siilu. ® of Achievement" has been implemented to provide school leavers 



Junior Secondary in NSW— Years 7-10 



Sss man im hn A for the equivalent of one semester has been studied for at least 50 horn 

School Certificate will r^eive^ Raori SrA^e^eL?^^ 






f requirements for the School Certificate will also receive the offlriai 
a courses completed and grades. Therefore, the School Certificate is similar to 

a diploma showmg compleuon of a level of education, but not the quality of the studS?i“kvL^ 

stateS^e m Achievement Grading is standardized 

volume. ^ ^ emaucs, it is slightly different from the practices described in the 1983 



English! 
Grade 1 
Grade 2 
Grades 
Grade 4 
Graded 


Top 10% 

Next 20% 

Next 40% 

Next 20% 
Remaining 10% 


Mathematics- 
Grade Advanced 

A Top 50% 

B Next 40% 

C Remainins 10% 

D _ 


Intermediate 
Top 30% 

Next 30% 

Next 30% 
Remaining 10% 


General 
Top 60% 
Remaining 






Note: No attempt should be 
results between courses. 


made to compare mathemaiics 
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In all other subjects, the following indicators will be used: 

S (or no entry) Satisfactorily completed. 

N Not sadsfaciorily completed. 

Cl Course not completed. Student left school or discontinued course. 

X Not sadsfactorily completed: unsatisfactory attendance. 

CT Not satisfactorily complete± student tiansfe necessitated a course change. 

In May 1990, Australians reported at the annual meeting of the National Association for Foreign 
Student Affairs (NAFSA) that there may be another change in grading practices in New South Wales 
begiiming in 1991. 



Senior Secondary in NSW — Years 11, 12 



Program of Study. Two-unit courses require 240 hours over Years 11 and 12, and are intended to 
provide pteparadon for study of the subject at the tertiary level, although some are terminal courses. 

Three and 4-unit courses are university preparatory. Three-unit courses (which in Ye^ 12 cover and go 
beyond the material of the 2-unit course in the same subject)— not including mathemadcs and science 
require 120 hours in Year 11 and 180 hours in Year 12. In mathemadcs and science, the 3-unit courses 
require 180 hours in each of Years 11 and 12. Four-unit courses are available only in m^emadcs and 
science. Four-unit science courses require 240 hours in each of Years 11 and 12. Four-unit mathemadcs 
requires 180 hours in Year 11 and 240 hours in Year 12. The syllabuses for Years 11/12 mathemadcs 
subjects ate as follows: 

2- Unit Mathemadcs: Basic Knowledge and Skills and Their Applicadons (numeradon and 
measurement, basic algebraic techniques, and hand calculators); Core Topics (elementary statisdcs, basic 
probability, and triangle trigonometry); C^don Topics (personal finance, mathemadcs in construcdon, l^d 
and dme measurement, mathemadcs of chance and gambling, computing, elementary coastal navigadon, 
and space mmhemadcs). 

3- Unit Mathemadcs: built on 2-unit syllabus, and extended to include inequalides, h^er problems in 
plane geometry and trigonometry, mathemadcal induedon, parametric representation, integradon, 
logarithmic and exponential funedons, applicadons of calculus to the physical world, inverse funedons, 
inverse trigonometric funedons, polynomials, binomial theorem, and permutadons/combinadons/further 
probability. 

4- Unit Mathemadcs: built on 3-unit syllabus and extended to include geornetric applicadons of 
differentiadon to radonal functions, logarithmic and exponential funedons, the circular funedons, and 
simple combinations of such funedons. Also includes complex numbers, algebra, further calculus, and 
elementary particle dynamics. 

A 1-unit General Studies course taken in Years 11 and 12 requires 120 hours over the two years. A 1- 
unit General Studies course taken in Year 1 1 or Year 12 only, or a 1-urut joint school/TAFE course requires 
60 units. 1-Unit courses are not externally examined and are not considered for university entrance. 

Other Approved Studies/OAS are school devised courses which have been approved by the Board of 
Secondary Education. An increasing number of these courses are run in conjunction with the Department of 
Technical and Further Education/TAFE. Students completing such courses gain credit in both educational 
systems— secondary and TAPE. (TAPE courses sometimes "count" towards tertiary degrec/diploma awards.) 
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Certificates and Grading 



Since publicadon of the 1983 volume, there have been two significant revisions in certification and grading 
p^edures m New South Wales. Information provided by the Board of Secondary Education summarizes the 
changes that have occu^ from 1977-1989 in Higher School Certificate/HSC documentation. Other 
I" below, includes the Record of Achievement and the Result Notice. The 
HSC (for ehgible students) or the Result Notice is now mailed to successful candidates in mid-January as 
soon as results are available, together with the Year 12 Record of Achievement. ’ 



Higher School CertificatdHSC 



1977-1985: A "single scaled mark" and a "percentile band" appeared on the HSC for each subject. The 
angje mark was a scaled composite of the examination mark and an estimate provided by the school. 
^ aggregate mark," the sum of a candidate's best ten scaled course marks on a 1 unit basis rounded to 
whole number, was also provided, as was an "aggregate ranking" which indicated the 
c^didate s smding relative to all other candidates. "Matriculation Information" displays the code for 
those universiues m New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory which the candidates’ 
result ^tle them to attend. A "Result Notice" was issued immediately after the exam results were 
scor^. The actual HSC was not issued until six months later. (Correction to 1983 volume: It is not 

the Higher School Certificate/HSC that contains university and college selection information the 

aggregate m^k, aggregate ranking, codes of postsecondary institutions that students are eligible to 

attend. It is the Result Notice, the students’ first notification of exam results. The HSC is issued six 
months later.) 



1986: The Board of Senior School Studies (now the Board of Secondary Education) implemented major 
changes to presentation of HSC results. Both a standardized examination mark and a moderated school 
^^^nt m^k were introduced, and the percentile band and aggregate mark were dropped from the 
HSC. The University of Sydney continued to compute a scaled aggregate mark for each student, a 
p^^s which most tertiary institutions soon adopted. (The Tertiary Entrance Score used currently in 
New South Wales is a scaled mark stiU calculated by the University of Sydney.) 

The HSC contmues to be awarded to students who have studied at least 11 units — including 2 
units of English— of which at least 5 must be in Board-approved subjects. 



1988: The percenule band returned to HSC documentation, appearing alongside the standardized 
examinauon mark and the moderated school assessment. Also, a "Tertiary Entrance Score/TES" 
appe^ed on the HSC for the first time. In essence, the TES is a return of the scaled aggregate mark and 
IS calculated in a very similar fashion. “ 



Examination Mark (Board Courses). This is called the "Scaled Mark" from 1977-1985 and 
^^muon Mark beginning in 1986. Examination marks in all subjects are standardized to a mean of 
arid a stand^ deviation of 12.5%. For candidates taking 2-unit courses with more than 2(X) candidates, 
the scaled/examination mark is a mark out of 100. The pattern of marks for these 2-unit courses is such that 
approximately: 



1 - 2 % ofcandidates are awarded marks of90 or more 
20% of candidates are awarded marks of 70 or more 

80% ofcandidates are awarded marks of50 or more 
1% of candidates are awarded marks less than 30. 



r “n*da^ 3-unit courses, there are two scaled marks: one for the 2-unit common paper (out 
of p) and one for the 3-unit additional paper (out of 50). It is likely that there wUl be a greater percentage 
of 3-unit candidates with high marks than shown by the 2-unit pattern above. It is, therefore not possible 
to apply this table to the results of the 3-unit candidates. 
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There are some exceptions to this method of reporting 3*unit candidates performance. In music 
(Australian Music Education Board/AMEB results) and in science. 3-unit candidates receive a single mark 
(out of 150). 4-Unit candidates in science have a single mark (out of 200). In mathematics, the 4-unit 
candidates have two examination marks, one for the common 3-unit paper and one for the 4-unit additional 
paper. Each of these marks is out of 100. 

School Assessment Mark (Board Courses). Schools submit asseament marks for their students in 
each course presented to indicate the achievement of their students relative to each other in the total course, 
including those aspects measured by external examination. They do not take into account such fetors as 
conduct or students' interests or attitudes. The assessment marks submitted by the schools are moderated to 
enable different schools’ assessments to be compared directly. 

Outside Subjects ondAMEB Music. Where a candidate presents an outside subject or Music (AMEB) 
result, no assessment mark is required from the school and the symbol '•••" is recorded on the HSC in 
the space for "Assessment Marie." 

Other Approved StudieslOAS. Assessment marks for these courses are submitted by individu^ schtwls 
and colleges and are not moderated. Results therefore cannot be compa^ with marks awarded in similar 
courses from other schools or with Board courses. Other Approved Studies courses have the symbol *** 
in the space designated for "Examination Mark." OAS studies in Year 11 are not reported on the HSC. 

The Board of Secondary Education emphasizes that it is valid to make comparisons between 
performances of candidates presenting the same course on the basis of both their examination and 
assessment marks. However, it is not considered a valid practice to make any comparisons between the 
perfonnances of candidates in different courses. 

Beginning with HSCs issued 1988. Percentile bands and Tertiary Entrance Score are reported. 
Percentile bands were reintroduced to provide candidates with an indication of their smtog relative m other 
candidates presenting the particular course. Percentile bands are determined by combining examination and 
assessment marks. Nine bands are used: 91-100% — top 10% of the course candidature, all the way down to 
0-20% = the candidate is in the remaining 20% of the course candidature. 

Two percentile bands are reported in each 3-unit course: the band for the "common paper" is presented 
in parentheses and is a notional figure indicating the candidate's standing had he/she been within the 2~unit 
candidature. The second band indicates the candidate's standing based on performance in the additional paper 
only. 

In 4-unit mathematics, a similar system of repotting percentile bands is used; the band in parentheses is 
a notional figure indicating the student's standing if he/she had been a 3-unit candidate only. The band 
corresponding to "additional p^ier" indicates the candidate's standing within the 4-unit candidature based on 
this paper alone. 

In 3- and 4-unit science, a single band is reported- Percentile bands are not reported for Other Approved 
Studies courses. 

The Tertiary Entrance Score/TES is a score out of 5(X), representing the sum of the candidate’s best 10 
units of study in Board-determined courses, rounded to the nearest whole number. The marics used in 
determining the TES are a composite of the candidate’s examination and assessment marics in each course 
and have been subjected to a further scaling process. Because of scaling, it is not possible to calculate TES 
marks directly from the results reported on the HSC. TES calculations are undertaken by the University of 
Sydney. A dollar sign— $ — indicates that the student has chosen a pattern of study which does not lead to 
the reporting of a TES score. Students who do not qualify for the award of an HSC will receive a Record of 
Achievement and a Result Notice, which sets out the marks achieved in the subjects which have been 
satisfactorily studied. 

Record of Achievement. Probably beginning with the changes initiated in 1988, Records of 
Achievement are issued at the end of Years 10, 11, and 12. By the end of Year 12, a student will have 
received three such records. (See preceding text for the Year 10 Record of AchievemenL) 
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A 11 Record of Achievement will be issued to any student who has satisfactorily completed at 
l^t one Boaid-prearibed course with an acceptable record of attendance and application. It shows all units 
of study satisfactorily completed in Year 11, including the first year of a two-year upper secondary course 
where there was arisfactory progress. Unlike the Year 10 record, the Record of Achievement at the end of 
rears 11 and 12 does not report grades, only the list of courses "satisfactorily completed." U.S. instinitions 
ttat ne^to toow the grade obtained will want to require the official Higher School Certificate/HSC. A 
Year 12 Record of Achievement will be issued even if a soident does not qualify for the award of the HSC. 

Result Notice. While an HSC "Result Notice" was previously issued to all candidates automatically as 
a preliminary HSC report, this is no longer the case. Now the "Result Notice" is issued only to those 
candidates eligible for a course examination result but not for the HSC award itself (for example, some 
students at a TATC college who may study courses totalling only 10 units). The "Result Notic^ will 
mdi^ whetiier the bearer was entitled to the HSC award. It is issued in January, at the same time as other 



"^““^ans reported at the annual meeting of the National Association for Foreign 
Student Affairs that there may be another change in certification and grading practices at the senior 
secondary level m New South Wales beginning in 1991. 



Sources 



CerriyicarM Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns— Newsletter of 
ACSA.Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988. 

McGaw, Md Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools 
Commission, Canberra, Ausnalia, 1985. 

WeUer, G. G, Director. Statutory Board Directorate. New South Wales Department of Education [Letter]. 
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KCU’ SOUTH « 

8CCOX11AUY SCHOOLS UOaRO 



SCHOOL 

CERTIFICATE 



1985 



This is to certify thal ” '.**• *** . • ‘ 

as a student of ^ns»c»t ci^us hio< scmocl 

has cumpleud tJic rexfuiremenis of the Secondary Sehoois Board for Uie ateard 
of a School Certifieate. Tluse requirements include sotisfaetory oOendanee, 
eondua and progress over fovr yean. The follotcing ruijecU have been 
satisfaeiarUy studied: 

CMZlSM * 

MltCiuTlCS - tKTCiHCDUTC I 

SCUlCC 

NlSIOSt 

Ml 

ttlTUXS MO OCHOI 

KCJiWNTs foe cct£iui c*scsiCKC tezu fCt w 

CMTI. WSIC. PWTSICW. DXC*tH»i W> wt 



Dated at Sydney on 2S1 h mso* iym 



I TTV 



l-MAltlUAK 



MCK BRvneu; iww. »•« i:m.tviTMr< *>r «n«xn 



Prior to implementation of the Record of 
Achievement, which was issued probably 
beginning 1988 to students upon completion 
of Years 10, 11 and 12, results were printed 
directly on the School Certificate. 



The HSC issued in 1986 and 1987. 



<5 
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SCHOOL 

CEETIFICATE 



BORO OP SECONORY EDUCATION 
NEW SOUTH 



ThU ti to 



..Trox Williams 



‘:r.z ; ^:rr.*rAo eaer 
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RECORD 

OF 

ACHIEVEMENT 



board OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 
NEW SOUTH WAi£S .r ' .w • - > . 



year 11 

: M 0 rmrtt gM Owi AMODCR IfuKRl — 
r’MvMraiMM i U RtftNW Ml» SOCO-^”- 
Mtf oMNctfAt** awm 

rCif fl Ot^mb/yrtMt mbttyjmr^Z 

m »)ci%ki ICS :waocic^ 



SSSa>M^;afwwwBi Altaic 




^ — The School Certificate as issued probably 
beginning 1988. 
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■ New South Wales documentation 
implemented in 1988. 
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Secondary Education in the Northern Territory 



This information is more complete than the section in the 1983 WES volume regarding secondary eduration 
in the Northern Territory, and should replace it. A visual diagram of primary/secondary education in the 
Northern Territory foUows, including certificates awarded at the secon^ level and the board issuing them. 
What was formerly known as the Northern Territory Curriculum Advisory Committee became in 1984 the 
Northern Territory Board of Studies. 



Northern Territory (NT) 

Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 



1 Primary School 


Jr. Secondary 


Sr. Secondary] 


A B BC 



Certificate/Awarding Agency: A — ^Junior Secondary Studies CerL(JSSQ/NT Board of Studies* *; B Senior 
Secondary Studies CerL (SSSC) (including single subject atiainment)/NT Board of Studies*; C— Senior 
Secondary Studies CerL (SSSC)/NT Board of Studies*, and Certificate of Achievement/Senior Secondary Bd. 
of South Australia. 

•Previously the NT Curriculum Advisory Committee. 



The Schools 

Secondary educadon in the Northern Territory encompasses Years 8 through 12 and is offered in comprehensive, 
coeducauonal high schools, area schools where student populadons are small, or at secondary colleges. The 
following schools offer secondary courses to junior level: 

• Northern Direcrorare— Nightcliff High School. Dripstone High School, Sanderson High School. Jabiru 
Area School, and Batchelor Area School. 

• Southern Directorate — ^Alice Springs High School. Alice Springs Catholic High School, and Anzac Hill 
High School. 

The following schools offer secondary courses at both the junior and senior level: 

• NorthernDirectorate — ^Darwin High School. Katherine High School. Kormilda College. Nhulunbuy High 
School. O’Laughlin College. Sl John’s College, and Tennant Creek High School. 

The following schools offer secondary courses at the senior level only: 

• Casuarina Secondary College. Darwin and Sadadeen Secondary College. Alice Springs. 



Junior Secondary Education— Years 8-10 

Program of Study. Key subject areas at this level are English, mathematics, science, social and cultural 
educadon (SACE), health and physical educadon, visual and performing arts, computer educadon. technical 
studies, home economics, and commercial studies. There are three components in each key subject; the core 
objecdves, the Board-approved component, and the school-based componenL 



ERIC 
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fh^ objectives- in each key subject area consist of the skills and understandings all students in 

Sh S ^ t^ughout the territory is monitored by an assessment package which Lludes 

S?b^«^s weS" and mathematics. Moderation is behtg cfnsidetS otSer 



consS?re"d ! “'"Po."enyor each key subject area consists of the curricular materials that are 

^ Northern Territory schools in achieving and expanding uDon the 

“ ‘be core. Endorsement of the NT Board of Studies is required forVse lud£ The 
school-based component comprises courses. syUabuses. programs adopted b/ihe schools themselve“.' 

K*^^’ 80% of a Student's time is spent in core objectives and Board-approved 

component subjects. The remaming 20% can be allocated at the school's discretion. Compulsory smdies in 

Ih^ z.n?„Tv. m are also required to complete 40 hours of career education before 

hniircAiz ^ policy that all secondary students study a language other than English for at least 2 5 

hours/week for two years is being implemented gradually. i^ngusn tor at least 2.3 

comtoS^SLrio'Jl'2^ resjwnsibility of the schools. In the areas of English and mathematics, a 
comomed moderanon and examinaaon system ensures comparability of standards of assessment. 

CertSSf assn Tenitory Board of Studies issues an NT Junior Secondary Studies 

Tr-!^ n '^bo complete Year 10. The certificate indicates achievement on a 5-noint 

e in^ courses completed during Year 10. and whether the core objectives have been meL The certi^te 

doiSSSts'!'*'^ * Portfolio folder to which the student may add further certificates and personal 

Grading. The following grading system is used; 



Letter 


Numerical 


Scale 


Scale 


A* 


20 


A 


19-17 


B 


16-14 


C 


13-11 


D 


10-8 


E 


7-0 


A 


Not appL 


U 


Not appl. 


N 


Not appL 



Descrintnr 

Outstanding 
Very high 
High 

Competent 

Marginal 

Low 

Student not in school when core covered. 
Unsatisfactory 

Core not available tostudent. 



Senior Secondary Education — Years 11 and 12 



secondary courses are offered to students who have completed YearlO of 
^n^ school. There are three types of courses offered over the two-year period: Accredited Registered 

m sSbSS^S'^tIfp Assessment Board of South Australia (SSABSA). InSdS 

S c cenificate courses, approved and examined by the South Australia Department 

Secondary College. (TAPE courses are indicated by ”T 

Ad accredited course must meet strict criteria and be approved by the NT Board of Studies as 
educ^on^y »und and appropriate for students in Years 11 and 12 (mostly at Year 1 1 leveB. Assessment 
moderauon in Year 1 1 English and mathematics courses. Year 1 1 accredited courses 
for Ypv rf two categories: PS (Pre-SSABSA) courses which are designed to prepare students 

for Year 12 studies externally exammed by the SSABSA. or "G" (General) courses which provide a program 
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of studies for students who do not intend to undertake SSABSA subjects in Year 12. "G" courses are further 
defined as follows: 

Gl. G2 G1 indicates 1st semester of a two-semester program of study; G2 the 2nd. 

G3. G4 G3 indicates 3rd semester of a two-year program of study; G4 the 4th. 

GA. GB GA indicates higher level of a general course of study; GB the lower level. 

A registered course is not submitted to the NT Board of Studies with as much detail and may be of less 
than a semester's duration. Registered counes are intended to satisfy the needs of particular groups of 
students in individual schools. They range from formal counes to informal extracurricular acuviues. 
Assessment is totally school-based. on a transcript indicates a registered course. 

In Year 12. students seeking entry into tertiary institutions normally need to take publicly examined 
subjects (PES) and/or school-assessed subjects (SAS) which have been accredited and are ex^ed by the 
SSABSA. The majority of Year 12 students take SSABSA courses. For information on these courses, 
see the information in this report on South Australia. 

Certificates and Grading. From 1981 upper secondary students have received the Semor Swon^ 
Studies Certificate (SSSQ. which is issued by the Northern Territory Board of Studies, proinded *ey have 
completed at least one one-semester course in Year 11 or 12. Since 1984. the SSSC h^ been issued^ 
the NT Board of Studies in two parts— one shows student achievement in all accredited courses anc^ l 

registered courses; the other lists SSABSA subjects taken by the student in Year 12. Students talang 
SSABSA PES and/or SAS subjects will also be eligible for the SSABSA Certificate of Achievement (see 
section "Secondary Education in South Australia"). All Year 12 subjects completed wiU ^^orded on 
their Northern Territory SSSC. Grades of achievement are identical to those utilized on the JSSC. 

Normally the SSSC is issued upon the completion of senior secondary education. However, snidents 
may request their SSSC earlier if they are leaving school and will receive one provided that they have 
successfully completed at least one semester of an accredited course. 

For further information regarding secondary education in the Northern Territory, write to the 
Department of Education. GPO Box 4821. Darwin. Northern Territory. 5794. AustraUa. 



Matriculation Requirements 



In Year 12 students in the Northern Territory who want to gain admission to an Australian college or 
university tnust study either SSABSA. PES or SAS subjects (depending on the admissions requirements of 
the tertiary institution). For a general background on tertiary admissions requirements, see the secuon of 
this document on secondary education in South Australia. 

The Northern Territory University was established in January 1989. by merging Darwin Institute of 
Technology with the University CoUege of the Northern Territory. Matriculation requirements for most of 
its first degree courses, and "bridging" courses, offered for later transfer to Queensland and South Austr^m 
tertiary institutions, are simUar to those described in the section on South Australia. For most of the 
university's associate diploma and certificate courses, completion of Year 12 (sometimes Year 11). 
including achievement in stated prerequisites, is required. 



Sources 

Cropley. Murray. Changes in Certificates Across Australia. Curriculum Concerns— Newsletter of 
ACS A. Volume 5. No. 1. Match 1988. 
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Secondary Education In Queensland 



^ Ae 1983 volume, recommendations incorporated into a report called "ROSBA" were descriherf Thp 

dissa^faction with ^ a^^ of ^e pJSSius^u^o^ 
tests and ex^iW°"^ dimgs, led to unhealthy competition among students, teacher dependency on 
B^hing sMcgie. gnd >"S.ead of feedtack on 



grad^es‘^*S^re?blJi'^K^"^K^iH^^ previously derived from norm-based numerical 

Sdobfectives descnpuons based on jrc-determined criteria reflecting curriculum design 

Tpippt nn »• " system represents the first serious attempt in Australia at a system-wide level to 

reject normauve assessmentand embrace criterion-referenced assessment" (McGaw and Hannon). 

Studies.^^^^ of Secondary School Studies was renamed the Board of Senior Secondary School 



Program of Study 



may be allocated in Year 9 o“y° 10 o“y, w ^JL?oJL^Ss‘°9^an'd‘l^ 

Rp^n changes that occurred in 1982 concerned the classification of Year 12 subiecK 

S sSiStiTcludhX .hP^TX®^ ^ P®" ^ Senior Board syllabuses for 

tXhnniS^’i , the following not menuoned in the 1983 volume: information processing and 
technology, legal studies, and mathematics in society. umiuuun processing ana 

^ Board-accredited schools offer on their own initiative 

samy g„d asbksmen "=q“ir=<l tor to 

ipact^Jnlf^^ Studied in other in^tutions are approved Technical and Further Education/TAFE units of at 
S^s°JidTeriS^^^^^^ ®°“®Ses, but ^ey°^Sn ^dS 

semp?p^r,^?i'Tn‘^ j" schools in Queensland continues to be divided into two 

«m«tera. Each Board subjKt consists of 4 semester units, one for each of the four semesters in YeL 11 

“tester umt is that portion of the syllabus usually completed in one semester Students seeking 

two'-feS' ^ P®^ ^ total^f 20 So^r^^l 

couriload. ““"‘lary program. Five to seven courses per term would be considered a fulltime 
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Mathematics Curriculum. Three syllabuses are available in Junior secondary mathematics to allow all 
students to undertake as much mathematics as their abilities allow: Advanced Mathematics, Ordinary 
Mathematics, and General Mathematics. 

• Advanced Mathematics covers: number, algebra, geometry, measurement, trigonometry, probability and 
statistics, and analytical geometry. 

• Ordinary Mathematics covers: number, algebra and graphing, geometry, measurement, trigonometry, 
probability and statistics. 

• General Mathematics covers: number, geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. 

The three separate syllabuses in Junior Mathematics may be replaced eventually by a sirigle syllabus 
Junior Mathematics currently on trial in a number of schools. The scope of the syllabus includes the 
following topics: whole numbers, fitactions and other numbers; time, ratio Md proportion; percentage arid 
money; probability, statistics and graphs; algebra, plane shapes and geometries; length, area, volume and 3- 
D shapes; co-ordinates and analytical geometry; trigonometry. 

In Years 1 1 and 12, there are two mathematics courses offered over the four semesters: Mathematics 
and Mathematics in Society. 

• Mathematics: The syllabus is presented in the form of semester units. Therefore, a variety of 
combinations is available— including preparatory mathematics, algebra and calcuIus^ 1, geometry and 
calculus 2, complex numbers, computer mathematics, financial mathematics, matrices and vectors, 
mechanics, modem algebra, probability and statistics, and geometry and calculus 3. 

• Mathematics in Society: The syllabus includes the following topics: calculation, finance, computers, 
statistics, and geometry. 



Certificates 



The certificate issued by the Board after Year 10 is still called the Junior Certificate; and after Year 12, the 
Senior Certificate. However, beginning in 1983, the format for reporting results on the Senior Certificate 
(Years 11 and 12) changed. Instead of listing grades in each semester of a subject, an overall grade in the 
total number of semester units (in most cases, four) is reported. Subjects are listed according to whether 
they are Board, Board-registered, or subjects taken in other institutions. An aggrepte type of score is not 
reported on the Senior Certificate. Additionally, after Year 12, students may be eligible to receive a Tertiary 
Entrance Score (TE Score) which is reported on a separate statement. Samples of the reformatted certificates 
are provided at the end of this section on Queensland. ^ 

Among ROSBA recommendations was one that schools issue their own certificates in adition to 
certificates issued by the Board. The statements so issued are called "Exit Statements" and they are issued to 
students who leave without completing the entire junior or senior secondary course. Presumably these Exit 
Statements will differ among schools. 



Requirements for the Junior and Senior Certificates. A Junior Certificate, which attests to completion 
of Year 10, is issued to a student who has completed Year 10 in fulltime schooling and who has studied at 
least one Board or Board-registered school subject. A Senior Certificate. listing all subjects stutUed by the 
student in Year 11 and/or 12, is issued before Christmas to students who have completed Year 12 in fulltime 
schooling and have studied at least one semester unit of a Board-approved subject. 

Slightly different Junior and Senior Certificates which contain extemally^assessed results in three or 
more subjects are issued to students undertaking Year 10 or Year 12 subjMts other than by fulltime 
schooling. (See the end of this section for an example.) For the Senior Examination, a person must be 19 
years old or more in the year of candidature; for the Junior Examination, 17 years old or more. Sometimes 
the Board makes exceptions for fulltime students and allows them to sit for a maximum of two of these 
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exte^Uy>exainined subjects. Instituuons (largely TAPE colleges) throughout Queensland prepare 
Candidas for external Junior and Senior Examinations. Externally examined students do not receive a TE 
Score, but notional TE scores (see 1983 volume). 

The Tertiary Entrance Score (TE Score). This calculated score is used by tertiary institutions to rank 
smdents for entrance purposes. Students who have completed 20 semester units of Board subjects with 12 of 
^se unite in three Board subjects over the four semesters in Years 1 1 and 12 are eligible for a TE score. 
Imor to 1988, Year 12 students received in mid-December an Interim Statement of Results which had the 
Tertiary Entrance Statement ^ a tear-off section attached to it. Beginning in 1988, in place of the interim 
statement, students have been issued in December the Senior Certificate and the Tertiary Entrance Statement 
as two separate documents. 

•II P** information in the 1983 volume describing computation of the TE Score is largely accurate— it is 
still derived from an order of merit list which the Board of Secondary School Studies is required to compile 
^h year. Special Subject Assessments (SSAs) yield position indicators, on a scale of 1-99, assigned by 
the sdirols for e^h Board subject studied for at least one semester. All Year 12 students who are eligible 
for a TE Score sit for the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASAT). The means and standard deviations 
ot Kores obtained by subject groups within schools and across Queensland are used in scaling students' 
SSAs to counter the differaices between schools and subjects. The scaling procedure does not alter the 
relative positions of students in their courses. 

aggregate score is computed, totalling the student's results in up to the equivalent of 20 semester 
mits m Board subjects, provided that this includes the adjusted SSAs from at least three subjects studied for 
four semesters each. Scalmg results in a TE Score as reported in the WES volume— a percentile ranking 
from 99.0 down (the decimal point is removed for convenience). A student with a TE Score of 850 is 
^med to tave higher overall academic achievement than 85% of the age cohort in Queensland for the year. 

includes the entire 17-year-old population, not just those eligible for a TE Score.) 
The TE Score is released by the Board of Secondary School Studies before Christmas. 

See Ae end of this section for examples of Junior and Senior Secondary Certificates, as well as the 
Ternary Entrance Score report. 



Grading 



1982. Grades given in Junior and Senior subjects were expressed as numerical ratings' 
7 (highest) to 1 (lowest). “ 

Beginmng with Certificates Issued in 1983, Grades given in Junior Certificate subjects and Board and 
Board-regis^ seiiior subjects indicate the extent to which the suident has arhieved the content, process, 
*" accredited school work program. They are as follows: Very High Achievement, 
High Aduevement, Sound Achievemimt, Limited Achievement, and Very Limited Achievement. Grading is 
OTteno^bas^m e^h subject, reflecting the objectives of the subject. (The approximate percentage of Year 

• candidates getting each grade, as reported on pp. 49-51 in the 1983 volume, has not existed 

smee 1982.) 

y^hievement in "subjects studied in other institutions" (TAPE units) is recorded as Honours, Credit 
Pass, Fail; or simply as Successful, Unsuccessful. 



Matriculation Requirements 



Admissions requirements — especially for courses of postsecondary study — are usually ctaiA/j in terms of TE 
Scores, although for some programs— especially associate diploma programs— completion of an approved 
secondary program is satisfactory for basic admission. An update of basic 1989 matriculation requirements. 
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though not very comprehensive, follows. However, prerequisites for certain courses of study at these 

insticutions are not specified: 

Brisbane CAE: Completion of at least 20 semester units in approved Board subjects, including all 
prerequisites. 

Capricomia Institute of Advanced Education: TE Score of 760 for bachelor’s degrees; 700 for associate 
diplomas. 

Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education: TE Score ranging from 790-835 for admission to degree 
and diploma courses; 730-750 to associate diploma courses. 

Gold Coast College of Advanced Education: Cutoffs ranging from 815-855 depending on subject. , 

Griffith University: Satisfactory completion of Queensland Year 12 or equivalent. The TE Score is used as 
a general basis for selection into courses. 

Hospital Nursing Schools: TE Score of 700 or higher. 

James Cook University of North Queensland: TE Score of 800 to 880 for degree and diploma courses, 
depending on area of study; 745 for associate diploma course. 

Queensland Agricultural College: TE Score of 810 for degree courses. 

Queensland Conservatorium of Music: Satisfactory audition and interview, TE Score of 770-840 depending 
on objective; and other course requirements. 

Queensland Institute of Technology: TE Score of at least 810 (depending on course) or, for entry to 
associate diploma course, 745. 

University of Queensland: TE Score of 880 to 985 depending upon course of study. 



Sources 



Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia^ Curriculum Concerns — ^Newsletter of ACS A. 
Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988. 

External Examination Handbook 1989 ^ Board of Secondary School Studies, November 1988. 

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education^ Commonwealth Schools 
Commission, Canberra, Austr^ia, 1985. 

Pitman, John A., Director, Board of Secondary School Studies; PO Box 307; Spring Hill; Queensland, 
4004 [Letter]. 

Queensland Tertiary Courses 1989 ^ A. A. McQelland, Ed. Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre, 1988. 
The How, Why, and What of the Tertiary Entrance Score, Board of Secondary School Studies, August 
1988. 

The Tertiary Entrance Score — An Overview^ Board of Secondary School Studies, Amended 1988. 
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Secondary Education in South Australia 



There have been two distinct cycles of changes in secondary education in South Australia since the 
pubhcauon of the 1983 volume: changes implemented for 1984/1985. and those implemented in 1986. 

A new board, the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia (SSABSA). was established 
on February 1, 1984, to replace the former Public Examinations Board (PEB) and to take responsibility for 
me subjects previously offered by the Education Department towards the then offered Secondary School 
Ceruficate. The address for the new board is: 134 FuUarton Road, Rose Park, South Australia 5067. 

fhp « ceniScate, called the "Year 12 Certificate of Achievement," has been issued by 

Dtro. c “US certificate replaces both former certificates— The Secondary School Certificate and the 
rt,D s Statement of Results. 

method of reporting achievement in subjects has changed also— one system was used in 1984 and 
Wow^°^^^ changes are discussed under "Year 12 Certificates" and "Grading" 

Tprrrv!^ SS ABSA has continued the PEB practice of assessing and certifying students from the Northern 
S ^ large enough to run its own operation. Its agreement with five schools in 

MJysia-Taylors College. Saijana College. looh Sri Inai CoUege, Sri Kuala Lumpur CoUege. and Disted 
Lou^e enablK students tom these colleges to take examination subjects which may qualify them to enter 
ustral^ tematy msutuuons. Beginning in 1985, a similar arrangement existed with the Mara Institute of 
w- ^ of June 1985, there were approximately 1,000 Malaysian students taking 

{k- ^ y^cxamined subjects. There did not appear to be another Australian assessing authority 
pro iding this service, so m effect the SSABSA was operating on behalf of Australian tertiary institutions. 

Program of Study 



A tjjical study program for most Year 12 students is 20 units or five full-year subjects. There is no 

Certification in South Australia. Any student whose 
achievement in a Year 12 subject is assessed or recognized is entitled to a Year 12 Certificate of 
Achievement reporting the result v,«unv,uic ui 

Department of Technical and Further Education (TAFE) has approved 
arrangem^ents by which students who successfully complete certain SSABSA-accredited subjects*^ will be 
granted stat^ (t^fer credit) in ce^n TAFE business-certificate courses. A minimum Subject 
Achievement Score is required for status; it will vary depending upon the subject 

number of y^ SSABSA (and the PEB before it) has offered three accredited mathematics 
courses. Mathematics IS, Mathematics 1, and Mathematics 2. 

Mathematics IS is a subset of Mathematics 1 and 2. It is designed for the smdent who intends to 
puraue teru^ studies for which mathematics is taken as an ancillary rather than major subject. The 
syllabus includes basic concepts and simple applications of the following: mensuration, geometry, and 
complex numbers; matnces and linear equations; counting and probability; functions and their graphs.’ It is 

not appropriate to take Mathematics IS in combination with the other mathematics courses in the same 
yc3r. 

Mathematics 1 provides a sound basis for a student intending to take a specialist tertiary-level 
rnathemaucs courae. The syllabus includes vectors; geometry and mensuration in two-dimensional and 

three-dimensional space; counting and probability; complex numbers; polynomials; matrices and linear 
equauons. 
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Mathematics 2 provides a sound basis for a student intending to take a specialist terti^-level 
maihematics course. The syllabus includes maihematical induction; inequaliues; funcuons and ^apns, 
differential calculus; integral calculus; exponential and logarithmic functions; curves, pamculariy comes. 

Mathematics 1 and 2. taken together, are considered necessary background for tertiary stupes in the 
physical sciences, engineering, and mathematical sciences. It is not appropriate to take either Mathemaucs 1 
or 2 concurrently with Mathematics IS. 

Prior to 1987 three schools — ^Urrbrae, Cleve, and Lucindale — offered a two-year program for the 
Certificate of Agriculture. In 1987. SSABSA introduced a new set of school-assessed objects mtdling 24 
units. "Agriculture." which incorporated those areas previously covered under the Ceraficam of Agncultim. 
This set S subjects is assessed by SSABSA and appears on the Year 12 Certificate of Achievement Unlike 
the previous anangements. however, the individual subjects making up the set are available to students in 

other schools. 

In accordance with arrangements made with SSABSA (previously, the PEB). a few publicly e^ed 
subjects (Ancient Greek, Hebrew. Serbo-Croatian. English as a Second Langiuge) were ex^med by di^e 
Victorian Instimie of Secondary Educarion (VISE), now called the Victorian Cumculum and ^sessment 
Board (VCAB). Serbian, Croatian, and Estonian are available through arr^geinenB with ^e New South 
Wales Board of Second^ Education. These results are reported on die SS^SA Yw 12 Ce^c^ o 

Achievement At the end of this section on South Australia IS a bst. Accredited Subjects. 1987. ofPEb 

vs. SAS subjects. 

7954. 1985. Subjects offered fell into four categories: publicly examined subjects school 

assessed subjects (SAS). general experience subjects (general education and job related skills), and 
agricultural subjects. Note that SAS subjects used to be SSC (Secondary School Ceruficate) subjects. 

Among other duties, the SSABSA was responsible for preparing or approving syllabuses for PES and 
SAS subjects, assessing PES subjects, and the assessment procedures for SAS subjects. Subjwts with 
SSABSA approval were so indicated under "Approved Subjects" on the new Ye^ 12 Cemficam o 
Achievement While General Experience subjects were registered with the SSABSA. they are school 
designed and assessed. 

1984/1985 publicly examined subjects not already listed in the 1983 Australia volume included 
accounting, drama, Khmer, legal studies, Polish, religion studies, and Vietnamese. 

Beginning 1986. Subjects listed on the certificate are at the Year 12 level only. They may be of two 
kiiK] 5 --£Uxredited and registeied. 

Accredited subjects arc fully developed and accredited by SSABSA. They may be of two umt values— 
4-unit (or "full year") and 2-unit (or "half year"). A typical study program for most Year 12 smdenis is 20 
units or five full-year subjects. Accredited subjects are either publicly examined subjects (PES) or school 
assessed subjects (SAS). In most PES subjects, school assessments contribute 50% to the fi^ grade; the 
other 50% results from external examination. Subjects that are 100% school-as^^ zk the S AS subjects. 
Only PES subjects qualify students for admission to the University of Adelaide, Flinders University, ana 
degree/diploma programs of the South Australia Institute of Technology. 

Registered Year 12 subjects are developed, assessed, and monitored by the schools *emselv«, even 
though they are submitted Cregisiered") with the SS ABS A. The listing of a registered subject on a Y^ 1 
Certificate of Achievement means that the school concerned has reported successful compleuon of that 
subject by the student 

"Community Studies," a group of units of study which use a work-required assessment mode, has been 
introduced into the program of smdy. It is reported on a Completed/Not Completed basis. 

A list of PES and SAS subjects offered in the 1987 academic year is included at the end of this section 
on South Australia. 
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Certificates Issued 



^ secondary level: the School Leaver 

^ Certificate of Achievement, and the Higher Education Entrance Scores retxirt. 

P .... ^^os^tzed for achievement in a Year 12 accredited subject is entitled to a Year 12 

r ° "=P°"ing the result, even if only one subject is exal^ined A SptZ^udl 

subjects. Students who have completed Iks than the 

S^2 cSificattT?I?h- Statement in addition^ !he 

l2TprtJr??^^f A ? ^ ^ students who have been enrolled in five fuU-year subjects a Year 

12 Certificate of Achievement showing satisfactory results is adequate documentation. 

^ scoors“ss 

has bin" thf “pon completion of Year 12 

A^cn^i?,? TK- ^^.^tnficate of Achievement" (samples are included at the end of this section on South 

s£S1S^S3E=-='«"‘k- 

The Year 12 Certificate of Achievement listed all acnmycH snhjpi-fc mmpiAfAH ;«i Ynr 

™ri?a^av“nf. "“"““I IdS^ 

satisfactory comnletioifoffhp ‘"Elusion of General Experience subjects indigated 

South Australia.) were awarded. (See example at the end of this section on 

satisfectoSrfomnfwPd'^^ 12 Certificate of Achievement lists both _accredited subjects and 
(see esJ?,e *' 

f"*”"®® Scotes repoH was implemented in 1986. This tenon is a tear-off 

simultaneSustytoLs'o'lIthAuSS”^ 

AchiIJ|n^^n°;?c» 

adjusted scores; they are very close to the Subject Achievement Score earned bv 
student. Also reported are totals for the best five subjects — PES only, and the best five in a reouinsd 
gsoupsng for SooO. Aosoalion o„iv«sid«/(Sco san.pl. Ji.T^roSs^Sorors^ 
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Grading 



All assessments, except those in Year 12, are school-based assessments; criterion-bas^ “ 

encouraged but not enforced. Year-12 PES and SAS subjects include a nom-referenced score. The foUowing 
statements are in reference to the Year 12 Certificate of Achievement grading standards. 



Until 1984. PES subjects were reported by the Public Examinations Board using a scale of ^IW. The 
public ctanHarrfjypjt examination accounted for 75% of the grade and the school assessment, ^% of the 
erade. Results in SAS subjects were reported by the Education Department of SouA Australi^ Usmg a 
grade of A, B, C, D, or U for each subject Grade definitions were A = Outstanding achievement, B = Good 
standard, C = Satisfactory standard, D = Below satisfactory, U = Unsatisfactory. 



1984 and 1985. SSABSA became responsible for reporting all grades and did so on the s^e 
certificate, using the two separate rqxirting methods: 0-100 for PES subjects and A-U for SAS su^ects 
"Until 1984" above). South Australian tertiary institutions which accept school assessed subjects for 
entrance purposes apply a conversion score to the grades to enable comparison wth smdents who have a 
mairiculation aggregate. The conversion is: A = 76 or higher, B = 63-75; C = 53-62; D = 47-52; U = 15- 
46. Semester subjects are given a score of half that on the above table. General Experience subjMts were 
not graded; their inclusion on a Year 12 Certificate of Achievement indicated satisfactory compleuon of the 
course. 



Beginning 1986. A common reporting system was established for dl SSABSA accredited sub^ts 
which are listed under "Subject Achievement Scores" on the Year 12 Certificate. All reralts^ ^culated 
on a scale of 0-20 (correct to each even decimal point through 1987). Letter grades of A-E and achievement 
statements are included for accredited subjects according to the following scale: 



20 


Outstanding achievement 


A 


19-17 


Very high achievement 


A 


16-14 


High achievement 


B 


13-11 


Competent achievement 


C 


10- 8 


Marginal achievement 


D 


7- 0 


Low achievement 


E 



Merit Certificates are awarded to students judged to have achieved at an outstanding level by earning a 
Subject Achievement Score of 20/20. 

Under certain circumstances, a "Partial assessment only" statement may appe^ for PES subjects. 
Normally, "partial assessment" indicates the student has not completed the examination and has no valid 
excuse or has not been assessed by the school. The candidate may receive a partial assessment, normmly to 
a maximum of 10 out of 20. This will be shown on the certificate as follows (assuming a score of 7 was 
achieved): "7 PARTIAL ASSESSMENT ONLY." 

Registered subjects are assessed by individual schools and recorded on the Year 12 Certificate of 
Achievement if satisfactorily completed. No grade of achievement is l isted. 

Grading in PES subjects is a combination of external and school-based asessments; for SAS, school- 
based only. Assessments are criterion-based. However, a norm-referenced score is also included. 

Grade distribution statistics for PES subjects, SAS subjects (full-year), and S AS subjaB (half-y^) m 
included at the end of this summary on South Australia. The source for this material is the Senior 
Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia Annual Report 1987. 
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Proposals for Change 



The 19W volume descnTj^ the School Leaver Statement (SLS)— Forms S and 0-to which any secondary 
school leaver ^ entitled. The SLS. primarily for employers, has not adequately met the needs of students 

H rc ^ group proposed a new form of SLS— the Student Achievement 

Kaord (S/^) that wodd report achievement on a 3-point scale: H (Successfully completed; high quaUty); 
S Successfully completed); N (Not successfully completed). It would also include a statement about 
performance on English ^guage, literacy, and learning, as well as information about the student's 
activities Md r^onsibiliues. The proposed SAR, which may have started to appear bemning in 1988 

“ “y the student is leaving secondary school, but normally, after Years' 

Tne ccruncHte, as envisioned, would report the following: 



• Information about activities and responsibilities; 

A statement about performance on English language, literacy, and learning; 
Reports on subjects studied, both in previous years and in the current year; 

• Levels of achievement (see "Grading"); 

• Descriptions of content of studies; 

• Negative, as well as positive, comments about student's performance. 



described on the SAR would be generally school-devised. 
SS ABS A accredited. 



For the Year 12 level, they are 



^Additionally, there have been proposals to structure senior secondary schooling into a pattern of broad 

nf e ^ educauon over b^ Yean 1 1 and 12 within one framework, terminating with a General 
of Secondary duration. The certificate, if adopted, would be viewed as a completion certificate, rather than 
a rertificate of achievement. These proposals would also remove the division of subjects into PES and 
^ cl^gK to Selection procedures for higher education so that subjects not currently 
acceptable would be considered for tertiary entrance and reported on the general certificate (e.g., TAPE 

^fore I9^1°"^9r «*“ca“on bridging courses). Final implementation of such a scheme is unlikely 



New Address for Information Regarding Secondary Education: 

Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia; PO Box 751; Norwood. South Australia 5067. 
Matriculation Requirements 



P^^^ontJary matriculation requirements in 1984 and 1985 were as follows. (Note 
that inamculauon does not ensure entry to a university or other postsecondary course, which may be 
restneted by quo^ It represents a minimum entrance standard.) For the universities (Adelaide and Flinders) 
school leavers had to complete five subjects in one public exam, take at least one subject from’ 
mathemaua/science and one subject from all other areas, and obtain an aggregate scaled score of 295 

(fomerly, the score w^ 225). The "aggregate scaled score" was computed by adding the results in the five 
publicly examined subjects. 



Other restrictions pertaining to university entrance are as follows: 



• Not more than two history subjects counted; 

• Ancient History and Classical Studies shall not both be counted; 

Modem European ffistory and Modem World History shall not both be counted; 

• Malaysian and Indonesian shall not both be counted; 

• English and ESL shall not both be counted; 

• Maths IS and Maths 1 or Maths 2 shall not both be counted. 
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The South Australian Institute of Technology required results in five subjects and accepted only 
publicly examined subjects for entry to its diploma and degree course, although ^eas of study— 
science/mathematics vs. other subjects — were not specified. An ag^gate scaled Kore of not less than 295 
was required. School assessed subjects were accepted for entry into its Associate Diploma courses. 

South Australian College of Advanced Education and Roseworthy Agricultural College accepted any 
five PES or SAS subjects for matriculation purposes. 

Some students took a mixture of publicly examined and school assessed subjects. This mix^ was 
acceptable for entry to the South Australian College of Advaiiced Education. Roseworthy Agricultural 
College, and Associate Diploma courses at South Australian Institute of Technology. 

The Agricultural Study Program offered at Urrbrae, Cleve, and Lucindale is a set of school as»^ed 
subjects which was accepted for entry to Roseworthy Agricultural College. It was discontinued after 1986. 

Beginning 1986. The very general requirement for matriculation at the University of Adelaide, Hinders 
University, and the South Australian Institute of Technology was a minimum aggregate Higher Educauon 
Entrance Score of 59 gained in five publicly examined SSABSA Year 12 subjects. The two uruva^es 
specified that at least one subject must be from the sciences and mathematics areas, ^d one from the liberal 
arts areas. Generally, applicants who have five fulltime subjects in Year 12 are eligible for mairiculanon at 
South Australian College of Advanced Education or Roseworthy Agricultural College; however, some 
courses may require specific prerequisites at the secondary level (e.g., science courses for Roseworthy). 

Students who did not originally qualify for university matriculation are eligible for mature entry if they 
are at 21 years of age. Mature entry may be available only in certain courses. If students are applying 
for mature entry admission to the University of Adelaide, Hinders University, or the South Australian 
College of Advanced Education, they are required to sit for the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Exammauon 
(ASAT), the Series 1, Form 1, Humanities TesL Other factors considered in the admission of mature entry 
candidates are an interview and an essay. 



Sources 



Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns Newsletter of 
ACSA. Volume 5. No. 1. March 1988. 

General Information on Publicly Examined Subjects. 

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools 
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985. 

SSABSA brochures: 

Mathematics. Year 12 Detailed Syllabus Statements. 

Now Every School Leaver has More to Show after 12 Years of School. 

SSABSA Annual Report of 1984. 

SSABSA Annual Report of 1987. 

Year 12 and Tertiary Entrance School Year 1986 for Entry 1987. 

Sp^y, Graeme W.. Former Director and Vivian Eyers, Director. Senior Secondary Assessment Board of 

South Australia (SSABSA). 

The SATAC Guide 1989, South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre. 

Year 12 Handbook 1989, SSABSA. 
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OTHER INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 



Available from AACRAO (Member prices are followed by nonmember prices) 

WORLD EDUCATION SERIES: Australia (1983) 276pp. $8^12; Austria (1987) 176pp. S15/S20; 

Belgium (1985) 192pp. S8/S12; Colombia (1984) 144pp. S8/S12; Dominican Republic (1987) 136pp. S8/S12; 
Egypt (1988) 112pp. S15/S20; Federal Republic of Germany (1986) 192pp. S15/S20; France (1988) 252pp. 
$15/S20: Greece (1982) S8/S12; Haiti (1985) 128pp. $8/$12; Iraq (1988) 192pp. S15/S20; Japan (1989) 
176pp. S20/S25; Malaysia (1986) 184pp. $15/S20; Mexico (1982) 288pp. $8/512; Netherlands (1984) 208pp. 
$8/512; New Zealand (1981) 96pp. $8/512; Peru (1983) 132pp. $8/512 

Guide for International Admissions and Evaluation Oflicers (1985). A handbook of policies and procedures 
for international admissions with sample forms and letters. 432pp. 515/S20 

International Academic Credentials Handbook, Volume I (1988). A review of credentials from Australia. 
Ecuador, Germany, Ghana, Greece, India, Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Mexico, People’s Republic of China, 
Philippines, Switzerland, Taiwan, and Tanzania, with recommendations for placement of smdents in U.S. 
insdmtions. 566pp. 515/520 

International Academic Credentials Handbook, Volume II (1990). A look at (he benchmark credentials of 
Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, Clanada (Manitoba, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Cyprus, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
Finland, Indonesia, Jordan, Netherlands/Antilles, New Zealand, Panama, South AMca, Sweden, United 
Kingdom, and Zimbabwe, with sample documents and placement recommendations. 560pp. $20/525 

Norway (1985). A guide to the admission and placement of Norwegian smdents in U.S. insdmtions. 108pp. 
$9 

Registrar’s Guide for International Student Services (1987). Outlines policies and procedures for handling 
such issues as record authenticity, credit evaluations, currency exchanges, health insurance, grade repons, and 
academic dismissaL 22pp. $4/56 

"Education on the Island of Cyprus" (1990). Special Report $10 

"The Educational System of Australia: An Update of the 1983 World Education Series Volume (1990). 
Special Report $12 

Please add 52.50 shipping and handling for AACRAO publications. 



PIER PuBucATioNs Available from NAFSA: Association of International Educators, 1860 19th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20009 

The Admission and Placement of Students from Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, and 
Yemen Arab Republic (1984). 114pp. $7.95 

The Admission and Placement of Students from Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka (1986). 
370pp. $10.95 

The Admission and Placement of Students from Central America (1988). Focuses on Belize, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador. Guatemala, Honduras, bTicaragua, and Panama. 236pp. $12 

The Admission and Placement of Students from Canada (1989). 560pp. $15 

The Admission and Placement of Students from Hungary (1990) 128pp. $15 
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Table 19: Publicly examined subrccis — grade dbinbuiion. 19H/ 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA 



A 

20-17 



B 

16-14 



C 

13-11 



D 

10-8 



E 

7-0 



Partial* 

Aa^iessmems 



Toul 



SuhiecT 



F 


M 


F 


M 


F 


M 


132 


146 


365 


375 


464 


5h2 


5 


5 


12 


22 


5 


26 


5 


22 


19 


24 


24 


17 


6 


18 


7 


29 


22 


17 


132 


32 


320 


107 


258 


132 


132 


53 


542 


137 


490 


225 


351 


182 


1023 


484 


1293 


714 


183 


380 


418 


679 


410 


684 


92 


26 


287 


67 


324 


101 


47 


6 


137 


36 


150 


49 


0 


0 


3 


1 


1 


0 


132 


182 


492 


502 


645 


732 


559 


200 


1796 


801 


1269 


847 


59 


46 


214 


195 


190 


265 


82 


22 


136 


33 


115 


22 


106 


222 


401 


456 


503 


583 


33 


49 


117 


119 


125 


159 


64 


30 


121 


39 


92 


22 


0 


0 


2 


2 


0 


0 


8 


7 


15 


8 


12 


5 


57 


10 


81 


27 


35 


33 


11 


7 


14 


5 


18 


4 


7 


13 


1 


3 


0 


0 


0 


10 


0 


7 


0 


4 


0 


0 


1 


1 


2 


1 


64 


36 


156 


115 


162 


117 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


26 


10 


143 


100 


50 


82 


139 


348 


259 


483 


294 


576 


144 


381 


247 


499 


316 


543 


258 


220 


535 


410 


776 


615 


5 


3 


7 


8 


6 


7 


127 


66 


ro 


145 


341 


211 


44 


14 


70 


42 


29 


39 


28 


20 


26 


25 


12 


14 


22 


6 


69 


22 


90 


39 


18 


5 


43 


11 


34 


14 


47 


23 


113 


56 


76 


50 


191 


507 


329 


752 


357 


823 


6 


8 


2 


3 


0 


1 


8 


5 


13 


13 


12 


11 


8 


2 


11 


3 


18 


1 


2 


2 


1 


3 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


4 


5 


4 


2 


2 


1 


4 


0 


0 


2 


1 


0 


25 


34 


16 


35 


1 


7 


3376 


3363 


8639 


6888 


9024 


8336 



F 


M 


F 


M 


F 


M 


238 


295 


152 


207 


30 


39 


7 


9 


0 


4 


0 


0 


10 


6 


6 


5 


1 


2 


6 


8 


4 


2 


1 


2 


no 


76 


53 


57 


10 


23 


209 


97 


83 


46 


42 


22 


660 


382 


382 


247 


92 


54 


223 


396 


l67 


336 


8 


35 


103 


44 


70 


18 


26 


12 


57 


20 


16 


14 


11 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


310 


362 


157 


204 


32 


58 


303 


269 


72 


126 


79 


53 


58 


143 


15 


54 


5 


5 


22 


3 


7 


3 


3 


0 


258 


254 


119 


117 


26 


37 


54 


91 


39 


49 


10 


22 


23 


7 


5 


2 


2 


0 



M 



Grand 

(OUl 



Accounung P 
Agncultural Science 
Amencun Hisioiy 
Anaem Hisioiy 
Art P 

Australian History 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Classical Studies 
Drama P 
Dutch 
Economics 
English P 

English As a Second 
Language 
French 
Geography P 
Geology 
German 
Hungarian 
Indonesian 
Italian 
Japanese 
Khmer 
Latin 
Latvian 

Legal Studies P 
Lithuanian 
Malaysian 
Mathematics 1 
Mathematio 2 
Mathematics IS 
Medieval History 
Modem European History 
Modem Greek 
Modem Sundard Chinese 
Modem World History 
Music History 
and liieramre 
Music Performance 
and Theory 
Physics 
Polish 
Politics P 

Reltgion Studies P 

Russian 

Serbo-Croatian 

Spanish 

Ukrainian 

Vietnamese 

Toul 



0 

4 
9 

7 
0 
0 

1 

77 

0 

18 

181 

142 

460 

3 

162 

2 

5 

22 

17 

23 

177 

1 

4 

8 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 



0 

3 
6 

4 
0 
2 
0 

51 

0 

54 

366 

301 

413 

5 

93 

6 

1 

13 



16 

438 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 



29 

65 

46 

883 

1298 

3801 

1409 

902 

418 

4 



5h1 

365 

1413 

378 

307 

2 

39 

186 

51 

8 

0 

4 



66 

76 

76 
427 
580 

2063 

2510 

268 

126 

1 

20^ 

2296 

708 

83 

1669 

489 

100 

2 

24 

77 

23 
17 

24 
2 



2985 

95 

Itl 

122 

1310 

1878 

5864 

3919 

1170 

5-w 

5 

3808 

6374 

1249 

448 

3082 

867 

407 

4 

63 

263 

74 

25 

24 

6 



31 


35 


20 


14 


510 


368 


878 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


2 


5 


26 


0 


1 


242 


253 


495 


no 


298 


3 


21 


986 


2092 


3078 


132 


345 


3 


21 


984 


2090 


3074 


319 


422 


22 


41 


2370 


2121 


4491 


4 


1 


5 


2 


30 


26 


56 


74 


51 


28 


17 


1002 


583 


158^ 


2 


2 


0 


0 


147 


103 


250 


1 


0 


2 


3 


74 


63 


13“ 


5 


9 


1 


1 


209 


90 


299 


6 


7 


2 


0 


120 


46 


166 


6 


2 


3 


0 


270 


147 


417 


87 


319 


8 


42 


. 1149 


2881 


4030 


0 


1 


0 


0 


9 


13 


22 


3 


1 


1 


4 


41 


39 


80 


10 


0 


10 


5 


65 


13 


78 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


6 


10 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


1 


10 


10 


20 


0 


0 


0 


0 


5 


2 


7 


0 


0 


1 


4 


^3 


80 


123 


2145 


3016 


489 


543 


r650 


2637“ 


5"t0r 



Source: Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 
'Annual Report 1987." 
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TjIjIc ’U: subittts (full-iejri — grille diMnhuiion. 198- 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA 






Suhictr 



A b C 

2Q-IT ie>-i4 i3^n 

F Nt F M F M 



D 

10-^ 
F M 



E 

•-0 

F M 



Total 
F M 



Grand 

total 



Accounting 

Agnculturv 


99 


33 


225 


97 


181 


131 


Agneuiture 


6 


19 


9 


30 


2 


IT 


Agnculiural Gjmmerce 


3 


17 


1 


38 

26 


2 


1 * 
16 
26 
25 


Agncultural Humanities 


■> 


11 




2 


Agnculiural Pnnciplea 


2 


13 

1 


3 


42 


2 


Agnojliural Technolog>* 


0 


2 


22 


3 


54 


Applied Agrioiliure 
Ancient Studies 


2 

5 


9 

0 


3 

*>4 


32 


4 

in 


38 



0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 



58 



12 

11 

6 



EnpJuh As 3 Second Language 

French 

Cemun 

Indonesian 

Italian 

Scfty>Ooatian 
Applied Mathematics 
An Practical and Theopv* 

Australian Economic Studies 
Australian Studies 
Biological Science 
Business Mathematics 
Business Studies 

Communication for the Hearing-Impaired 
Computing Studies 
Contemporan* Vt'orid History- 
Crari Praaical and Theor>* 

Dance 

Design Praaical and Theopv* 

Drama 

English 

Environmental Science 
General Science 
General Typing 
Geography 
Geological Science 
Health Education 
Hume Economics 
Law and Business 
Legal Studies 
Media Studies 
Music 

Natural Resources Management 
Outdoor Education 
Physkal Education 
Physical Science 
Politics 

Professional T\ping 
Shorthand and Stenography 
Small Business Marugement 
S(x*iat Studies 

Technical Drawing Praaical 
and Tltet^r^- 
Technical Studies 
Tc-chnology Studic*s 
Elc*aricic\' 

Furniture Consfruaiun 
Metal Machining 
Phurography 
PJuxngraphy ipraciical) 

Pow er Technoiiigc- 
Yielding and Fahneating 
Uitrk.shop Praaice 



6 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

49 

96 

18 

r 

126 

116 

35 

0 

18 

28 

9 

7 

11 

28 

5'-4 

0 

43 

59 

1 

32 

68 

0 

36 

22 

7 

10 

0 

61 

2 

1 

41 

31 

24 

46 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 



3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



0 

1 

19 

1 



4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 



29 


153 


127 


24 


187 


63 


9 


47 


55 


10 


68 


34 


35 


308 


100 


58 


284 


170 


10 


108 


46 


1 


2 


1 


11 


80 


58 


13 


94 


34 


2 


27 


2 


0 


9 


2 


10 


20 


24 


5 


68 


16 


135 


iir 


498 


0 


1 


0 


7 


23 


15 


1 


303 


25 


9 


137 


83 


0 


0 


1 


1 


49 


8 


2 


254 


6 


0 


1 


0 


10 


122 


76 


2 


21 


18 


12 


22 


12 


5 


34 


20 


1 


3 


10 


61 


100 


14- 


U 


8 


46 


0 


1 


1 


0 


95 


2 


0 


34 


0 


4 


26 


21 


4 


122 


36 


6 


2 


16 


0 


0 


3 


1 


0 


2 


6 


1 


23 


0 


0 


5 



3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
0 
240 
194 
61 
47 
465 
316 
135 
1 

80 

24 

11 

22 

52 

564 

1 

64 

239 

64 

2 

31 

210 

0 

124 

24 

14 

44 

2 

66 

0 

62 

42 

19 

94 

1 

0 

0 
2 
0 
1 

10 
0 
1 

0 



1 
0 
0 
1 
0 

252 
90 
70 
38 
292 
239 
48 
1 

111 

52 

6 

0 

46 

18 

609 

1 

66 

42 

102 

3 

14 

10 

1 

119 

22 

9 

34 

5 

166 

134 

0 

3 

0 

14 

43 

25 

1 

12 

30 

8 

1 

8 

5 

2 

12 



1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

109 

92 

21 

23 

111 

132 

49 

0 

54 

26 

10 

5 

12 

18 

33 

0 

20 

104 

r 

3 

8 

95 

0 

38 

9 

2 

24 

2 

30 

3 

0 

43 

16 

6 

34 

1 

0 

0 
2 
0 
0 
1 

0 
0 
0 



0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

145 

91 

30 

r 

&4 

129 

29 

0 

73 

25 

0 

26 

56 

0 

16 

16 

36 

2 

lU 

6 

1 

63 

23 

1 

30 

7 
T3 
66 

2 

1 

1 

8 
22 

12 



4*) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 



32 6P4 351 955 



18 

6 



7 

1 

10 

I 



22 

5 

1 



88 

91 

20 

20 

1 

0 

0 



90 

83 

84 

9" 

84 

100 

62 



0 


0 


36 


4 


0 


0 


1 


2 


82 


123 


633 


670 


84 


101 


653 


369 


9 


12 


156 


176 


21 


20 


186 


119 


31 


35 


IO4I 


546 




9“ 


925 


693 


32 


13 


359 


146 


0 


0 


3 


3 


53 


95 


285 


348 


24 


26 


249 


150 


16 


10 


86 


r 


1 


0 


33 


4 


11 


46 


-6 


152 


l4 


l4 


180 


60 


119 


166 


240- 


1464 


0 


0 


4 


1 


5 


10 


119 


ll4 


85 


19 


« /4 


103 


11 


36 


318 


266 


0 


0 


6 


6 


1- 


10 


13“ 


43 


88 


10 


715 


34 


3 


1 


4 


3 


31 


49 


351 


31“ 


17 


3* 


93 


102 


1 


0 


46 


34 


12 


25 


124 


ll4 


1 


6 


8 


29 


18 


35 


2^5 


482 


2 


28 


44 


28H 


0 


3 


2 


6 


19 


2 


260 


8 


40 


2 


163 


3 


5 


6 


80 


53 


33 


42 


329 


147 


1 


16 


6 


75 


0 


0 


0 


4 


0 


3 


0 


26 


2 


11 


7 


84 


0 


2 


0 


16 


0 


0 


2 


2 


0 


6 


19 


26 


0 


2 


0 


l4 



9 

33 



38 

3 

1309 

1022 

332 

305 

158* 

1618 

505 

6 

633 

399 

113 

35 

228 

240 

38-1 

3 

233 

8*7 

584 

12 

180 

749 

668 

195 

80 

238 

r 

757 

310 

8 

268 

166 

133 

476 

81 



26 

91 

16 

4 

45 

l4 

10 

33 



Tiirai 



I 61^ 42m) 2116 3646 30-0 122- 1260 1015 1100 11004 8251 >0155 



Source; Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 
Annual Repon 1987." 
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Tunic 21. iichool-Ui.so>cd huhiecLs (hulf-ycan — 

1 


grade di.stni7utton. I9H* 




SOUTH AUSTRALIA 






1 

1 Sublet! 


A 

20-ir 

F M 


B 

16-U 
F M 


C 

15-11 
F M 


D 

IO-4( 

F M 


F 


E 

■-f) 

.M 


Total 1 

F M 


(Jrand 

total 


1 

! Accouming 


11 


1 


40 


8 


27 


18 


16 


II 


6 


12 


too 


50 


150 ! 


j Advanced Word Proce«mg 


13 


0 


8(> 


y 


81 


5 


31 


2 


20 


0 


231 


' 9 


240 


' Acnculturc 




























1 A^nculiurai Praaicc 


5 


42 


2 


38 


0 


5 


0 


y 


0 


0 


7 


87 


94 


I Applied Muihcmaiics 


0 


2 


1 


8 


5 


11 


0 


4 


0 


1 


6 


26 


32 


j An Practical 


1 


0 


6 


y 


4 


3 


3 


4 


3 




r 


16 


33 


AuxTolion Economic Siudies 


U 


1 


5 


2 


6 


13 


1 


5 


1 


0 


13 


21 


34 , 


Auseniian Studies 


7 


1 


11 


4 


11 


H 


3 


4 


3 


6 


35 


19 


54 ! 


Bo>ic Word Processing 


52 


1 


19* 


25 


160 


41 


62 


32 


46 


22 


5r 


122 


639 1 


Biuiogic'al Science 


5 


2 


9 


10 


22 


17 


12 


9 


15 


11 


63 


49 




Business Studies 


13 


2 


38 


5 


33 


12 


9 


7 


4 


3 


97 


29 


120 1 
I 


Computing Studies 


7 


0 


35 


26 


18 


16 


12 


9 


12 


12 


8^ 


63 


14" ; 


Contemporary* World History 


1 


2 


3 


5 


3 


2 


1 


3 


1 


0 


9 


12 


21 ; 


Can Practical 


0 


0 


4 


0 


5 


y 


1 


y 


3 


0 


13 


4 


17 , 


Design Practical 


0 


0 


1 


2 


0 


3 


0 


2 


1 


3 


y 


10 


1 - 


Drama: Group Production 


1 


0 


2 


0 


1 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


2 


6 


Drama: Individual Projea 


1 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


1 


3 


j Environmental Science 


0 


0 


1 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


0 


4 


1 General Science 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


y 


0 


O' 


1 


4 


1 


5 


Geography 


•i 


1 


4 


2 


1 


4 


1 


1 


0 


0 


10 


8 


18 1 


Geological Science 


3 


3 


3 


4 


4 


6 


4 


4 


3 


1 


17 


18 




Health Education 


1 


0 


3 


1 


4 


3 


3 


1 


3 


6 


U 


11 


1 


Home Economics 


1 


0 


9 


0 


11 


y 


7 


y 


8 


4 


36 


8 




Legal Studies 


3 


1 


19 


6 


r 


8 


11 


1 


8 


6 


58 


22 


80 1 


Media Studies 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


4 


0 


** 1 


Physical Education 


0 


0 


2 


1 


4 


3 


3 


1 


0 


0 


9 


5 


l4 1 


Physical Science 


0 


1 


0 


6 


11 


9 


4 


4 


y 


8 


17 


28 


45 1 


Professiortal Typing 


20 


0 


52 


1 


58 


0 


49 


3 


15 


y 


19^ 


6 


200 
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10 


0 


10 
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24 


1 


23 


0 


28 


0 


95 


1 
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0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


1 


2 
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1 


11 


12 


Technology Studies 
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1 
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y 


5i 
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0 
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8 
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7 


0 
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39 
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9 
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8 


5 


92 


97 


Buildings and Structures 


0 


0 


0 


0 
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2 


0 


3 


0 


1 


0 


6 


6 
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0 


2 


0 


2 


0 


7 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


13 


13 


Concrete and Masonry 


0 


1 


0 


15 


1 


26 


y 


13 


0 


3 


3 


58 


61 


Otrative Woodwork 


2 


5 


4 


19 


4 


37 


1 


15 


1 


35 


12 


111 


123 


Digital Electrortics 
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16 
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11 


0 
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0 


2 


0 


3 


0 


36 


36 
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0 


1 


2 


21 


0 


24 
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15 


0 


8 
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69 


71 
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0 


0 


0 


1 
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0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 
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9 


4 


76 
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37 
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53 


15 
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Mechanisms and Machines 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


3 


1 


10 


1 


15 


16 


Metal Machining 


0 


0 


0 


5 


2 


* 


0 


9 


0 


5 


2 


26 


28 


Outdoor Construction 
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1 
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16 


1 


31 


0 


17 


0 


4 


2 


69 


71 


Photography (practical) 
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1 


9 


2 


T 


12 


8 


11 


4 


13 


29 


39 


68 


Plastics Technology 


0 


1 


0 


5 


0 


12 


0 


5 


0 


3 


0 


26 


26 


Power Technology 


0 


10 


0 


54 


3 


36 


0 


10 


0 


8 


3 


98 


101 


Techrtical Graphics 


0 


17 


5 


3« 


4 


42 


1 


31 


1 


r 


11 


155 


166 


Technology and Society 


0 


0 


3 


0 


2 


0 


2 


0 


5 


0 


12 


0 




Welding and Fabricating 


0 


3 


0 


18 


1 


45 


1 


17 


1 


11 


3 


9-i 


1 


Wnrk.shop Practice 


0 


1 


2 


45 


0 


53 


0 


49 


0 


26 


2 


17h 


176 1 



165 1-*8 57H 532 551 6T0 r5 3«3 203 350 1—’ 20M3 3H55 



Source: Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 
"Annual Report 1987." 
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The examples shown here of the Year 12 Certificate of Achievement 
and the Higher Education Entrance Scores report are for the same 
studenL 
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Secondary Education in Tasmania 



It has been difficult to obtain updated information on secondary education in Tasmania. As of 1988 it 

and the Higher School Certificate/HSC are still the 
documents awarded by the Schools Board of Tasmania upon completion of single subjects or an entire 
junior or semor secondary program. The HSC, except in a few cases, is awarded after two years of study 
and indicates subject completed, level at which each was studied, and the grade awarded. To summarize the 

h" T n V™®’ ™ designed to provide the necessary preparation for 

tert^ study. Level H subjects are either preparatory to Level HI subjects or terminal suWecL For each 

^ ^ C (credit). H (higher pass). P (pass). L or LP (lower p^s^N 

H “issued to each student by the Schools Board, reporting results in aU subjects or units 
approved by the Board, m which the student receives an award of LP or better. 



Proposals for Change 



has undertaken a review of its secondary program, including certification 
Sif nf ^ ^ Schools Board adopted as its position a statement which referred to the 

anSJrlSt ® authentiMted statement of their school achievements." Therefore it 

-1? Board may have already implemented, or wiU implement, a certification system that wiU 
T^c achievements with a school leaver statement in Years 9-12. at any point that they exic 

r envisioned will emphasize continuity of secondary education through to Year 12 

two-ph^ organization of the secondary system into high schools aid secondary 

be 2 iS^J’ta^°mn Till,'.'* “J"“ forward from Sludy groups is lo iitiplemenl syllabuses 

® Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE). The proposed 

rms^Tn^onH syllabuses are being developed by the Schools Boad: Group A 

^ syllabuses are for courses less than one year in length. They will provide 
25 hours of mstrucuon in Years 9 and 10. and 50 hours in Years 1 1 and 12. ^ 

Year^S’dJo^ugh”?^” ^ generally for full year courses. They will provide 100 hours of instruction in 

Group C syllabuses are full year courses designed primarily for students planning to continue the 
subj^t a the ter^ level. They provide 150 hours of instruction in Years 1 1 ad 12 (Ld m^l^ Len 
m other years with approval by the Board). ^ 

receivr^^SIlTf.^f^'^^^; “ Proposed tha students will 

^eive a sratement of ^ults to include the grades which the schools recommend to the Board. At ay 

^mt they leave schTOl. they will be eligible for the proposed TCE with the results, which have been 
accumulated by the Board, recorded. Still under discussion is whether there should be some kind of 
rff f“°" s^d^d and a statement to that effect included on the TCE. If included, it would be for all 
students, not just those who have completed tertiary-prepaiatory subjects. 

fh#. 'TYTc system of norm-based assessment has come ader criticism, ad the proposed system for 

the TCE will be cnteria-based. Studats' ahievements would be judged against a 4- or 5-point scale. One 
grading scale that has been proposed is as follows: ^ 



OA Outstading achievement 
HA High ahievemat 



SA Sansfacxry achievement 
CC Course completed 

The last category will be used for students who complete the course with reasoruble attendance and a 
conscientious attempt at assigned tasks, but who do not attain the threshold for an achievement award 



Currently Year 9 and 10 assessments are done in the schools themselves with outside modemrion to 
ensure some comparability among teachers in marking subjects. Assessment in Years 11 and 12 is partly 
school'based and partly e.ttemal, with three-hour external examinations for Level HI subjects (those which 
prepare students for tertiary entrance), to provide the external results used in grading. It spears that there 
will be no change in this model when the TCE is implemented, except in the three-hour examinations. 

Matriculation Requirements. The tertiary sector has been involved in the development of the TCE; 
however, as yet there lias not been a final decision on the requirements for tertiary ennance. It appears that 
matricularion might involve three stages, requiring each of the following: 

• Satisfactory completion of Year 12 (assuming a completion standard is irnplemented). 

• Satisfactory completion of some number or arrangement of Group C subjects. 

• Where ^plicable, the stated prerequisites for tertiary courses of smdy. 

Current matriculation requirements for the University of Tasmania are probably as stated in the 1983 
volume: six subjects as follows— a grade of C (credit) or P (pass) in four Level IE subjects, plus two 
additional subjects which may include Level II subjects. Level HI subjects with a grade of LP pass), 
and selected tcchnical/TAFE subjects, approved for the HSC. In addition, its Faculty of Medicine requires 
more precise information on smdents so that they can be ranked for selection into the relatively few 
available places. Themfore, an aggregate score in certain prerequisites is calculated with additional poina for 
Level in subjects. The university also calculates an aggregate score in order to produce a scholarship list of 
Tasmania's top SO students. 

Admission to the Tasmanian CAE requires a grade of C (credit) or P (pass) in four Level III subjects, 
as well as completion of Year 12. 0t is possible for smdents to complete enough Level ni courses in Year 
1 1 to qualify for tertiary entrance after only one year of upper second^ school.) 



Sources 



Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns — ^Newsletter of ACSA. 
Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988. 

McGaw, Barry and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools 
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985. 




51 



Secondary Education In Victoria 



Since the 198 j WES volume, major changes have been/are being implemented in Victoria following 
^ Review of Postcompulsory Schooling (the Blackburn Repon) 

published in 1985. The primary goal of the recommendations is to improve the retention rate of Victorian 
students to the end of Year 12, primarily through the provision of a more systematic and coherent two-year 
(four-semester) curriculum of challenging as well as atmactive subjects and units. 



The first step was to replace the Victorian Institute of Secondary Education (VISE) with a new 
^thorny, the Victonan Curriculum and Assessment Board (VCAB). This change occurred in 1986. 
^erefore, on ceraficates ^pearing in 1987 and after, VCAB is the issuing authority, arid the Victorian 
Certificate of Educanon (VCE) is the award earned. 



Program of Study, Certificates, and Grading, 1987-1991 



Prior to implementauon of the new curriculum (see below), the upper secondary program of study will 
0"®-y“r program described in the 1983 WES volume, although the nomenclature has 
cnanged. Ihe HSC program of Group 1 and Group 2 subjects. Group 2 single se.mester units, and Group 2 
approved study structures courses (including the "STC“ course— Schools Year 12 and Tertiary Entrance 
C^ficate), is now ^ed the VCE(HSQ program. Group 1 subjects are externally-examined; Group 2 
subjects are assessed by the schools. Approved study structures are complete Year 12 courses of study 
consisung of a range of ^bjects often closely related to one another (e.g., business, fine arts). Students 
panicipaw m course design and management, cooperative assessment techniques and work education. 
Ap^ved study ^ct^ arc assessed by the schools which teach them. One approved study structure is the 
STC course (Schools Year 12 and Tertiary Entrance Certificate). Students who successfully complete the 
STC course m Year 12 are eligible for tertiary entrance in Australia. 

The Technic^ Year 12 program of vocational and educational interest subjects negotiated between 

'"CECri2) program. The Tertiary Orientation Pragiam/TOP. specifically 
^signed to provide prerequisite skills and knowledge for tertiary study, is now the VCE(TOP)*^gram 
These one-year course programs wiU be available for the last time in 1991. Normal completion 
requirements for these programs are as follows: ^ 



At le^ eight difterent Year 12 semester units per year/four per se.mester are required, with 
A satisfactory). Two semester units must be from an approved 

English subjKt, and us^ly at least six of the additional semester units must be from three subjects fi.e. 
^e ^e subject studied over two semesters). A semester unit takes 55-60 hours of class time to complete! 
(Under certain diadvantaged circumstances, a candidate who has A-D or S in less than the required number 

die ^facmry leve/)^ ^ assessment in one subject [two semester units] which is just below 

“ English and three other subjects. A VCE(TOP) program consists 
of 32-36 weeks of organiz^ work with a minimum of 20 hours of directed learning each week. (For an 
example of the Statement of Results earned, sec the end of this section on Victoria V-3.) 

VCE(T12). A minimum of 10 semester units. Each unit is a semester in length and involves 55-60 

hours of student p^cipation. Smdents who satisfactorily complete 8 semester units including 2 in English 
will receive the VCE. ® *-**s*— <• 

over a period of time for some of the programs. In such cases, the Statement 
of Results will mdicate the different years in which the units/subjects were completed. 

In ^dmon ^e progr^ or courses already described, the possibility also exists for some students 
to obtain them VCE by studying approved "composite" courses. These are combinations of VC^(HSO 
Group 1 or 2 subjects and VCE(TOP) subjects. For schools to offer such programs, they must have 
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obtained VCAB approval. Requirements for completion are: 4 subjects (8 units) including an approved 
English subject 



Certificates 



The certificates issued by VCAB are the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCT) and the Statement of 
Results. The Statement of Results is issued in two parts — A and B. For the years 1987-1991, the 
certificates issued represent the one-vear VCE (HSC, T12, or TOP) program. , 

The Victorian Certificate of Education/VCE is issued only to those students who satisfactorily 
complete a Year 12 program of study and only certifies program completion. Becai^ no subjects or remits 
are listed, it is not a particularly useful credential for admissions officers and evaluators, except for those 
that only require evidence of completion of a secondary program of study. (See V-1 at the end of this secnon 
on Victoria.) The VCE is issued in January following completion of the November/December 
examinations. 



The Statement of Results is issued in early January for VCE(HSQ or VCE^OP) rcsidts, and in 
December for VCE(T12) results. Statement of Results A lists only those subjects that have b«n 
satisfactorily completed, and includes only the highest grade when the subject has been completed more than 
once. Statement of Results B lists all subjects in which the student is examined. Admissions officers and 
evaluators who require a complete record of all subjects/units attempted should requm students front 
Victoria to submit both parts of the Statement of Results, A and B. Part A will suffice when only proof of 
high school completion is needed, as will the VCE ^one. For examples comparing these two versions of 
the same achievemenu see V-2 at ihc end of this section. 



In the Statement of Results showing results in VCE(HSC) and VCE(TOP) subjects, part A rqi^a 
letter grade and part B rejwrts the numerical grade. For VCE(HSQ approved study structures and VCE(T12), 
letter grades are reponed in both parts. 

Any candidate who is assessed will be issued a Statement of Rwults, even if in only one subjat. This 
is known as a partial results statement. A completion statement will appear on the Statement of Results 
(both A and B) of candidates who have satisfactorily completed all requirements for a VCT 
study. (See the examples provided at the end of this section on Victoria— V-2 and V-3.) When different 
years are list^ on the Statements of Results, it is an indication that the student earned the results over more 
than one sitting. 

The certificates carry an indicator regarding the type of course, or more precisely, the mode of 
assessment in the course: 



< > s Grades based on standaidced marks. 

X = Same grading system but marks not standardized. 

# = Grades based on the level of achievement of the competencies specified in the accredited course 

description: A (very hi^), B (high), C (very satisfactory), D (satisfactory), E Oow), F (very low). 

## s As for # above, and a des^ptive assessment has been issued. 

[ ] = Assessment based on pcrfamance: S = satisfactory completion; N = unsatisfactory. 

+ = Asfor[ ] above, and a descriptive assessment has been issued. 



Program of Study, Certificates, and Grading Beginning 1990 



See the chart on the following page for an outline of the phasing-in of the new VCE 199(^92. While the 
new two-year VCE program will be phased in over the three-year period 1990-92, it implemented in 
full mostly for those smdents who begin Year 11 in 1991. In 1990, plans are to offer fo^ome Ye^ 11 
students the first year of three courses: English, Mathematics, and Australian Studies. The rajonty ^ 
studies wiU be added to the curriculum in 1991. By 1992, it is expected that the new cumculum will be 



Secondary Educaiion: Victoria 
Page 46 



Summary of the Phasing-In of the New VCE, 1990-92 



PRESEhTT 

1989 

SCHOOL 

POPUUTION 



THEYEAR 11 
PROGRAM 
AAiLABLE 
WILL BE: 



THE YEAR 12 
PROGRAM 
AVAIUBLE 
WILL BE: 



THE 

CERnnCATE 
AVARDEO 
WILL BE: 



SnmZHTS' 

PROGRAMS: 



FOR THE 
AWARD OF THE 
CEimncxn: 
STTRJEKrSWlLL 
NEED TO 
SATISFACTORlUr 
COMPLETE: 



1989 



STUDENTS 
IN YEAR 10 



YEAR 11 

VCE studies 
in English. 
Mathematics 
and Australian 
Studies ^pAose 1) 
with balance of 
program 
composed of 
schooNbased 
studies 



YEAR 12 

New VCZ 
studies 0/iase 1 
and2) with 
balance of 
program dra%im 
from current 
VCE (HSC) 

VCE (T12L VCE 
(TOP) studies 



One year VCZ 
iNew y/CZ 
studies or 
Composite - new 
VCE and HSC. 
T12orTOP) 



Students’ 
programsat 
Year 12 level must 
include two 
semester tmits 
of English 



1991 



Equivalent of 
four Year 12 
subjects (or 
eight semester 
units) including 
two semester 
units of English 



1989 1 


1 

DENTS • 
TARO 


STU 

IN\ 


1990 


li VRIO 



YEAR 11 



New VCE studies 
{phase 1 and2\ 



1992 I YEAR 12 

New VCE studies 
{phase 1. 2 and2\ 




StudcnU' prognmt 
nitist inciuiic four, 
uniu efEnpiuh, at 
lean hur $nuU of 
ArWHumamtm 
studies* and at least 
(our units of 
Mathrmatiaf 
SemKH 

Ttehnoiogy studies 



I99M992 



16 semesfer 
units 

including at least 
three units of 
English 

and at least three 
pairs of semester 
2rondA-level 
units 



• ioi «»hich N»o must 
be the common 
untU of Australian 
Studies) 



o 

ERIC 



Source: "Explaining the New VCE.' 
and Assessment Board, 1989. 
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54 



1989 






STUDENTS 
IN YEARS 


1990 




1 YR9 


1991 




YR 10 



YEAR 11 



New VCE studies 
(pAose 1. 2 on^3) 



1993 I YEAR 12 

New VCE studies 
{phase 1.2on^3) 




StudenU' programs 
must mciude four 
until of Engiish. at 
least (our umts of 
ArWHumamttos 
studies* and at least 
(ourunittof 
Mathtmottest 
SemKOf 

Ttehnoiogy studies 



1992 1993 



16 semester units 
including at least 
three units of 
English and at 
least /Arvrpoirr 
of semester 3- 
and A^level units 



* lel which two must 
be the c omm on 
units of Australian 
Studies) 
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fully implemented— for the first major group of Year 12 students— with a final group of studies insisting 
of l^guages other than English with small enrollments. The new (two-year) VCE—refiecung Ye^ 11 as 
well ^ Year 12 results— will be issued for the first time at the end of 1992 (actually dated ^ly ^u^ 
1993). It will reflect a single Victorian Certificate of Education/VCE program-^o longer the HSC. T12. 
or TOP emphases. (In 1990 a pilot program to test the administration of the new cumculum will be 

conducted in 70 schools.) 



Most students will complete 24 units over Years 11 and 12, although it is possible to do more or fewer 
units, and to take more time to complete the certificate. A student's progr^ of study must mclude 4 units 
of English. 4 units of Arts/Humanities (including Australian Studies 1 and 2). and of 

Mathematics/Science/Technology studies. The remaining units may be selected from any of the 44 studies, 
preferably to satisfy career or higher educational objectives. 



In Year 1 1, students will complete semesters (or units) 1 and 2 of the new studies, ^d m Year 12. they 
will complete semesters 3 and 4. Each semester's unit of study has work requirements. Units are graded by 
the schools as "S" (satisfactory) or 'TT (not satisfectory). In addition. Year 12 students must complete a set 
of common assessment tasks (CATs) for each pair of semesters 3- and 4-level units. Assessmeiit of 
semesters 3- and 4-level units will be based on externally-set tasks as well as work requuemOTts (at le^t 
one task will be done under test conditions for moderation purposes). CATs for each pair of uruts per study 
are the same throughout Victoria at this level and include written tests, essays pracucal folios, research 
reports, and worked problems. Levels of achievement are graded A-E (E is the lowest level). No external 

exams are given. 



Certificates and Grading. Beginning in 1991, the following documents are to be included in the 
"package" of VCE snident certification: 

Thp. Hitrh<».r .<;rhnoi CertificateA^CE signifies that the student has satisfied the requirements for the 
award of the two-year VCE: at least 16 semester units — ^with "S" results — including 3 units of English and 
three pairs of units at semesters 3- and 4-level (equivalent to three Year 12 subjects). The HSC will tate the 
same form as the current certificate and will not contain any results/^des (and therefore may not w of 
much assistance to admissions officers who need to review qualitative results in secondary school 
performance). The formal certificate/VCE will be issued in mid-December, normally through the school or 
other institution in which the student is enrolled. (See example V-1.) 



Thft Statempnt of Re.sults provides a cumulative record of results (S or N) for all units undertaken and 
if ' dirf»T<‘s the year in which the results were obtained. It is issued at the end of each year of CTroUmML 
Upon completion of Year 12 and all requirements for ^e VCE, it also accompanies Ae VCE. Tne 
Statement of Results will contain a statement regarding satisfactory coinpletion of the VCE (if coinpteted). 
If a student repeats a unit, only the result obtained in the year of issue will be reported. (See example V-4.) 

The Statement of Results: Units at Semester 3 an d 4 Level provides a separate statement for sacll two- 
unit sequence of snidies taken at the semesters 3 and 4. It indicates results (S or N) for each unit and ^des 
and other assessments awarded for each of the CATs. Grades are as follows: A-E (E = low), corresponding to 
the levels of performance defined by the VCE study design group. Where the level of performaiice dt^not 
meet the criteria associated with the award of a grade A-E, the symbol of "UG (ungraded) is recorded. Where 
the CAT was not performed, the symbol of "NA" (not assessed) is recorded. Where consideration of 
disadvantage has been granted for performance on a CAT. the level of performance is reported by means of a 
starred symbol: A’-E"*, UG*, or NA*. 

This detailed description of work completed in each Year 12 subject — tasks, grades, and their 
descriptors may be more than many U.S. admissions officers need. See example V-5. 

Nummary Statement of Grade.s Obt a ined on Common Assessment TaskS for Units SemgstgTS 3 
and 4 Level provides a cumulative record of grades on all CATs. Eligible Year 12 students will receive a 
cumulative listing of the complete set of grades or other assessments for all CATs. (An example follows 
this section V-6.) Where a student repeats a sequence of 3- and 4-level units, only the results in the year of 

issue will be reported. 
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Old VCE with New VCE Subjects. For an example of reporting methods when an VCE/HSC student 
takes the current (new) VCE English, see V-7 at the end of this section. 



Matriculation Requirements 



T^ugh 1991. senior secondary students apply for postsecondary admission through the Victorian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre/VTAC (formerly the Victorian University Admissions Centre/VUAQ. VTAC 
^culaies an admissions score based on the applicant’s standardized marks in VCE(HSQ Qroup 1 subjects. 
This score enables educational authorities to tank such applicants in order of meriL Generally applicants 
who. at one sitting, pass four approved VCE(HSC) Group 1 subjects, including English, will satisfy basic 
entrance requirements of the universities and colleges. Selection directly into a specific course depends on 
completion of stated prerequisites, the number of places available, the number of students applying, and the 
Kore calculated by VTAC. Not all VCE programs are approved as satisfying the entrance requirements of 
the colleges and universities. 

For tertiary selection beginning in 1990, VTAC will convert any CATs reported to letter grades so that 
It can use them for standardization procedures in the same way that results in Group 1 subjects are used. 
>v™^ments for tertiary selection from 1992 are to be finalized by the end of 1989 or the beginning of 
1990. Tertiary selection authorities in Australia have accepted the VCE as a basis for entry in 1992, that is, 
for students currently in Year 10 and entering Year 12 in 1991. Grades from the new VCE studies and 
assessment information from the current VCE will be combined to give these students an entry score. 

Sources 

Cropley, Murray, Changes in Certificates Across Australia, Curriculum Concerns — Newsletter of ACS A. 
Volume 5, No. 1, March 1988. 

McGaw, Bai^ and Hannan, Bill, Certification in Upper Secondary Education, Commonwealth Schools 
Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1985. 

Pearson, Garry, Secretary, Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board/VCAB 
Studying for the VCE in 1989, VCAB. 

^AC Guide to Courses in Colleges and Universities 1989, Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre. 

Victoria Certificate of Education 1987-1989: An Informaiion Brochure for Employers, VCAB. 

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board, 582 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004 (Tel. [03] 520 9555). 
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V-1: Beginning 1987, Sample of VCE certificate to 
be awarded to all candidates who satisfactorily complete 
their studies. 



V-2: 1987-1991. Samples of statements of results A 
and B for all VCE courses attempted. 
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V-3. 1987-1991. Another example showing satisfactory completion 

Of a program vs. complete statement of results. In this case, it's a TOP 
program. 
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Secondary Education in Western Australia 



Perceived shoncomings of the educational system in Western Australia have been: the norm-referenced 
system of grading, describing students by assigning them to levels, little incentive for high achievers 
complexity of the senior secondary system, perceived differences between senior secondary subjects, and* 
ternary admission dependence on external results instead of school assessments. 

^ a rKult of two major reports (spearheaded by the Beazley Committee and by Professor B McGaw) 

established in 1985 to carry out functions previously 
performed by the Board of Secondary Education. Therefore, beginning in 1986, certificates of both lower and 
senior secondary educanon are issued by SEA. 

education in Western Australia are Years 8, 9, and 10. which typically 
touow seven years of primary education. The lower secondary document, described in the 1983 WES 
voluine, bsted results in all three years — 8, 9, and 10. A new lower secondary credential, issued for the first 
time m 1987, reports results of only Years 9 and 10, or the point of leaving (see below). 

*,• lower secondary credential was first issued in 1987. The new senior secondary credential, 

wmcn reflects recently adopted assessmentand grading procedures, was first issued in 1986 (see below). 

Lower Secondary Studies— Through Year 10 



year-long courses in a "core.- "other assessed subjects," and 
urses ^en not subject to assessment." Courses offered at that time and through 1988 were "year-lone" 
couraes. Begmmng m 1988. a curriculum of "unit" courses was introduced. The seven basic curriculum 

ScieSM^nrt secon^ kvel are: English. Languages, and Communication: Mathematics: 

Science and Technology: Social Studies: Personal and Vocational Education: Physical Education: and 
rractical and Cieative Arts. 

select "year-long courses" that were available to those who studied 
^‘=*’!®'''=t"ent Certificate system. (Actually, if they began under that system they could 
^ ®|f^“ng year-long courses also in 1988. or take courses under the newly- 

A Year-long courses in lower secondary schools were either "accredited" or 

Accreited courses" at this level were those courses approved by SEA for which there were 
statewide stand^ds of student achievement: English. Mathematics. Science, and Social Science. "Registered 
comses were thoM ^ppmved by SEA for which there was no statewide standard of achievement. The course 
tjT>6— ^credited (ACC) or registered (REG)— is indicated on the lower secondary credential awarded when 
the student was under the "year-long" course curriculum. 

Under the "year-long" co^ curriculum, students took at least one fuU-year course during the academic 
year ui each of the seven cumculum components. An accredited full-year course involved not less than 200 
mmu^ p» week for the full school year. A registered full-year course involved the equivalent of not less 

”1*" achievement in year-long accredited courses was related to the 

level at which the course objecuves have been studied and 

For English, Science, and Social Studies, there were three levels: 



Level 1; (highest) 
Level 2 
Level 3 



% Qualifying 
25 
50 
25 



For Mathemaucs there were four levels: Level 1 (highest). Level 2 (a). Level 2 (b). and Level 3. 
Approxunately 25% of an age group qualifies for each of these levels. 
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Beginning in 7957— The "Unit Curriculum" was introduced. This is a new cumcular smicture in which 
the seven basic curriculum components (see above) are divided into subject areas, which are fi^er divided 
into "units" that typically require about 40 hours of study to complete. For example: the basic component 
"English, Languages, and Communication" is divided into subject areas like English, French, Geman, 
Chinese. These subject areas are further divided into units: French I, II, HI, and FV, etc. Units are designed 
with a "stage of development" in mind, and therefore, they are classified as stages— on a Stage 1 to Stage 6 
continuum. (Example: Using French, French I would be Stage I, French n would be Stage H, and so on.) 
Students normally progress sequentially through these stages. Units at the higher stages are t..r older, more 
experienced and enable students. 

\ 

Under the new unit curriculum, students may choose virtually any pattern of units. In government 
schools they have to study at least 160 hours of English and mathematics per school year. Despite the 
choices available, usually students in Years 9 and 10 are expected to have completed the following units in 
each component: 

• English, Languages, and Communication — ^at least two stage 3 English units, preferably some stage 4 
units. Students entering Year 11 English/English Literature should have achieved at least a grade of C 
in one or more stage 5 English units. For English Literature, a grade of C in at least one stage 6 unit 
is advisable. 

• Mathematics — ^At least two stage 3 units. For entrance into Year 11 Mathematics I, students must have 
earned a C or better in two stage 5 units. 

• Personal and Vocadonal Education — various subjects. 

• Physical Education— Many students will have studied at least six units by the time they have 
completed compulsory education. 

• Practical and Creative Arts — ^various subjects. 

• Science and Technology— Units 1.1, 2.1, 3.1, and 4.1 are the foundauon units in Science. Students 
who have included these four units in their science, and who have studied at least six units by the end 
of Year 10, may be considered to have the minimum background for everyday life. Some stage 6 units 
are written as specific preparation for upper school Tertiary Entrance subjects. 

• Social Studies — The majority of students will have completed units up to and including stage 4 by the 
end of Year 10. Students who have earned a C or better in three units from stages 4, 5, or 6 will have a 
good grounding in Social Studies skills. Students with a C or better in related stage 5 or 6 units will 
have the necessary skills and background to study the appropriate Year 11 Social Studies course. 

To be certificated, a unit must cany SEA approval and must be taught and assessed in accordance with 
SE A-approved course objectives and assessment procedures. Grades are awarded in accordance with SEA 
guidelines. These procedures and guidelines help to ensure comparability of grades between schools. 



Certificates and Grading 



The last year the Achievement Certificate was awarded was 1986. Beginning in 1987, the certificate awarded 
to students who have completed even one lower secondary education course (year-long or unit from Year 9) 
is the Certificate of Lower Secondary Studies (CLSS). The CLSS records all seven curriculum components 
with the units completed under each. The year of completion is not included, since the completion of the 
curriculum component is deemed more important than the exact timing of completion. The stage is also 
recorded, as well as the grade earned. Assessments are criteria-based. The description of the grading system 
is as follows: 
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A Excellent achievement 

B High achievement 

C Sound achievement 

D Limited achievement 

F Inadequate achievement 

NSG Not subject to grading 

Units for which F grades are assigned are not shown on the CLSS. 

For formCT "year-long" courses, the grading system was as follows. For accredited courses, within each 
grade level, there were four grades: A, B, C, D. Each grade represented approximately a quarter of the 
students statewide. An F grade represented the lowest two percent of the students who completed that 
course. For registered courses, the grades teachers awarded were: A, B, C, D, F. They were awarded 
accordmg to *e degree to which students achieved the objectives of the course. NSG is awarded when the 
course studied is not subject to grading. 

For examples of the CLSS see the end of this section on Western Australia. Note that new 
mangements for the certification of lower secondary smdies max be introduced with fuU implementation of 
the unit curriculum in 1988. 



Upper Secondary Studies— Years 11 and 12 



^ ^ X“rs 11 and 12 study year-long courses selected from 150 (in 
lyoy; accredited courses and a range of "registered" courses approved by the SEA. 

Accr^ited (ACC) courses require moderation of achievement standards— a process which ensures 
compMbility of ^des among different schools. AH accredited courses involve not less than 200 minutes 
0 study per week for the full school year, and earn the student six credit points towards secondary 
SiS.)°" ^ achieved a grade of D or better. (Credit points are not indicated on school 

Registered (^G) cou^s are school specific. The SEA does not moderate assessment in these courses. 
They are intended to provide schools with the flexibility to meet local needs. Results in registered courses 
do not count towards secondary graduation. v,uu.;»« 

Most fiflltime students study at least six courses in Year 11 and six in Year 12. To qualify for 
SecondapCradMtton a student must achieve the following: 60 credit points in 10 accredited full-year 
course m H Md 1^ at least 18 of these 60 credit points in Year 12 courses; grade of D or bett» in 
Year 12 English. Students in approved TAFE courses can cam credit points towards graduation. 

Students planning on tertiary entrance must select from 28 courses that form a subset of Year 12 
act^ited courses, known as Tertiary Entrance Score Subjects (T1ESS). These courses contribute to a 
students Tertiary Entrance Score. (See "University Matriculation" below.) 

Certificate Awarded. The certificate awarded upon completion of at least one course is still the 
Ceruficate of Secondary Education (CSE). Since only one course need be completed, this certificate may be 
regarded as a angle subject certificate. However, if the student has qualified for "secondary graduation " a 
statement to that effect will be included on the certificate. If the student has not satisfied the minimum 

requwments for secondary graduation, the number of credit points earned is shown at the bottom of the 
certmeate. 



Course are listed by yw of completion, with information as to whether they are accredited or 
registei^. ^ere "PRV" is lis^ in the "Type" column, it means that the student was a private ranrfirfg t<» 
for the Tertiary Enti^ce Ex^ination for that subject Such a candidate does not have a school assessment 
component to contribute to hi$/her final scaled mark for the subject. 
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The results shown on the CSE are grades based on school assessments. For Tertiary Enj^ce Score 
Subjects (TESS) only, a combined school assessment and Tertiary Entrance Examination (TEE) 
shov^ in the column headed Tinal Mark (TESS)." Awards to students may also be listed on CSE, 
indicating honours or distinction in the subject area of study. This is m indicauon of the academic 
excellence of the smdent (see the sample CSE at the end of this section on Western Australia.) 

Grading. Grading in SEA courses is criteria-based and follows a statewide distribution: 



A Approximately the top 20% of students in course; 

B Approximately the next 20% 

C Approximately the next 30% 

D Approximately the next 20% 

F Approximately the remaining 10%. 

Formerly, there were ten grades of achievement: 1 (top 10% of students in the subject); 2 (next 20%), 3 
(next 20%), down to 10 (bottom 10% of students in the subject). T^ese percentages refer to all smdents m 
Western Australia taking the course, not just to those at the student's school. 

For TES subjects, one of the following will appear in the column headed "Final Mark (TESS) : 

i. A mark out of 100, which is a 50:50 combination of the TEE result arid the scaled, mt^erat^ school 
assessment The combined mark is scaled using the Australian Scholastic Apiimde Test (ASAT). 

ii. NEC — Enrolled but not an examination candidate; 

iii. DNS— Entered for, but not sit, the examination. 

The address of the Secondary Education Authority has not changed: PO Box 55, Nedlands, Western 
Australia 6008. 



Matriculation Requirements 



Entrance to tertiary institutions is based on the Tertiary Entrance Score (TES) which is a weighted average 
of scores in a student’s best three, four, or five TES subjects, including orie subject from each: List 1 
(Humanities and Social Sciences) and List 2 (Quantitative and Science Subjects). Students "lu^sit for 
external examinations in these courses in order to obtain a TES. Ten percent of the smdent’s ASi^ wore 
is also included. The maximum TES is 510. In addition, the student must also have sausfied the 
requirements for secondary graduation and English competence. 

A very brief summary of admissions requirements in Western Australia follows. Candidates who meet 
basic requirements are ranked and selected into the course (major) or their choice: 

• Curtin University of Technology (formerly Western Australian Institute of Technology): Secoridary 
graduation; a specified minimum TES for the area of study; satisfactory performance m Year 12 subjects; 
and at least 50 in TESS English. 

• Murdoch University: Secondary graduation; at least 50 in TES subject; minimum C average in 6 
subjects studied as part of Yr. 12 program; and a qualifying TES. 

• University of Western Australia: 

- Secondary graduation; . . i. .c u- v. 

- Achieve in one year a minimum C average with no more than one fail grade, in the 6 subjects taken 

in Yr. 12, at least 5 of the subjects being ACC Yr. 12 subjects, the sixth subject may be a Yr. 1 1 
or 12 REG or ACC course; 

- At least 3 TES subjects— at least 1 from arts and 1 from sciences and maths. 

- Scaled score of at least 50 in TESS English or English Literature. 

- Satisfactory standard in prerequisite subjects. 
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CoUege of Advanced Education: Secondary graduation; adequate oerformance in 
English; six subjects in Year 12; and a qualifying TES. auequaie penormance in 

Sources 

^ vSe^SJ^o.’ Australia, Curriculum Concerns-Newsletter of ACS A. 

“commiS SS! Au^Tm 

h^^try of Education, Education at Work, August 1988. 

(Research), Secondary Education Authority, Western Australia [Letter]. 
Vanous brochures and pamphlets from the Secondary Education Authority. 



YEAR-LONG COURSES YEAR-LONG/UNIT CURRICULUM 
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TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION/TAFE 



The 1983 volume described the six-stream system used to classify TAPE courses in Ausff^. "niis 
system was introduced in 1974 by the Australian Committee on Technical and Further Education. 
Subsequent to 1982, a new system of national classification for TAFE streams and counes was approved by 
the Australian Education Council (AEC). (AEC consists of the ministers of educauon m the states and 
territories.) This revised system has been adopted by the Australian Conference of TAFE Directors for 
national use. 



The AEC also agreed on nationwide nomenclature for TAFE educational awards and establi^ed a fixed 
relationship between classification stream categories and the name of the award to \x pnted. Cemfirate 
is the award for courses in streams 2000, 3100, and 3200. "Advanced Cer^icate is the^ard ^d for 
counes in stream 3300. "Associate Diploma* is the award for courses m streams 34M and 3500, and 
"Diploma" for courses in stream 3600. Courses in streams 1000 and 4000 are not consider^ tertiary, and 
therefore are not put forward for registration with TAFE authorities. A "Statement of Attainment or 
"Endorsement" may be issued for courses in stream 4000. 



A stream is a category of TAFE courses having a common vocational or educational purpose. Four 
major categories of streams are used to describe the overall provision of TAFE courses. These major 
categories are subdivided into sub-categories or minor streams which provide for more detmled mialysis. 
Each major and minor stream has a number for reference purposes. The structure of major and minor 
streams is as follows: 



Stream 1000: Courses for recreation, leisure, and personal enrichment 



Soeam 2000: Courses for entry to employment or further education. 

2100: Basic education and basic employment 

2200: Educational preparation. 



Soeam 3000 
3100 
3200 



3300 

3400 

3500 

3600 



Initial vocational courses. 

Operatives. 

Skilled. 

3210: Courses for recognized trades: 

3211: Courses which grant partial exemption in recognized trade counes. 
3212: Complete trade courses. 

3220: Other skills courses: 

3221: Courses which grant partial exemption in other skills courses. 
3222: Complete other skills courses. 

Lower middle level: Trade technician/ttade supervisory/or equivalent 
Upper middle level: Paraprofessional/iechnician. 

Upper middle leveL Par^rrofessional/higher technician. 

Upper middle leveL Professional. 



Stream 4000 
4100 
4200 
4300 
4400 
4500 



Courses subsequent to an initial vocational course. 

At an operative level. 

At a skilled level. 

At a trade technician/irade supervisory/or equivalent level. 
At a paraprofessionalAechnician level. 

At a paraprofessional/higher technician level or higher. 



Source; Guidelines for the National Registration of Awards. The Australian Council on Tertiary Awards, 
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1989. 



TERTIARY EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA 



Ternary Educadon in Australia 
Page 61 



Developments at the Tertiary Level: 1981*1990 



In the pas: decade, an increasing amount of attention has been given by the Commonwealth government to 
the development of greater efficiency, accountability, and the relationship between the eaucanon^ s«tor ^d 
commerce and industry. Since 1982, there have been a number of amalgamations of tertiary insnuinons that 
occurred largely as a result of federal insistence to promote greater efficiency and use of resources. 
Additionally there has been the establishment — actual or anticipated— of a few private postsecondary 
institutions recognized by state/federal authorities. Interest/enrollment in these institutions has not been 
significant to date. 

In 1982, the Commonwealth government was encouraging the small colleges of advanc^ 
educadon/C^^s with a teaching mission to use resources more efficiently and to create strongw academic 
programs. In effect, the government was urging the CAEs to incorporate/amalgamate with multi-pu^se, 
already-existing CAEs, or to integrate their programs into the academic curriculum of neigWonng 
universities. An example of a resulting amalgamation is the one that occurred in December 1982 l^tween 
Melbourne State College and the Institute for Early Childhood DevelopmenL Effective Janu^ 1983, these 
two institutions became the Melbourne College of Advanced Education, offering a vanety of teacher 
education programs. 

In the late 1980s the federal government pressed for even greater efficiency and beaer use of resources. 
Governmental policy behind most of the recent developments is the White Paper adopted around August 
1988. This official statement of government policy was originally issued in 1987 by Mr. John DawlaM, 
Minister for Employment, Education, and Training. The problems needing resolution, as envisioned by Mr. 
Dawkins in 1987, were as follows: 

• Australia was trailing other countries (e.g., USA and Canada) in the annual output of ternary graduates. 

• Graduates making up the labor force were only 60% of the corresponding levels in North America and 

• There was a lack of participation in education of people from financially disadvantaged backgrounds, 

including those from rural and isolated areas and Aboriginals. 

The White Paper that was adopted, which incorporated Mr. Dawkins' vision, stipulated a Unified 
National System (UNS) of higher education, that would remove the "binary system" which funded 
universities at a higher level than the CAEs; upgrade external studies; and improve the linla— the credit 
transfer arrangements — particularly between TAi^ and higher education. (Onginally, the CAEs were not 
supposed to have a research function. This is the single largest cause for conceni in the new funding 
arrangements from the universities' point of view.) Under the unified system, institutions are to mcre^e 
coordination in areas such as the transfer of credit and unnece s sa r y course duplicatiori. All higher educauon 
institutions are invited to participate in UNS, provided they meet stated criteria. It is in their best mterest to 
do so, since the allocation of resources is linked to paiucipation in UNS. 

In this unified system, there wfll be fewer, larger, more cost-effective institutions which wifi offer 
students more choices. Institutions have to meet certain established EFTSU (Equivalent Fulltime Smdent 
Unit Load) requirements. Institutions below the enrollment proposed for their chosen ranp of t^hing or 
research need either to increase intakes or establish formal arrangements with another insutuuon. Most 
arrangements have taken the form of amalgamation; however others involve associauon, ^nsorship, or 
affiliation. Some Australians believe that the push towards a unified national system is because the 
Commonwealth government wants to deal with a smaller number of institutions, and therefore, is 
encouraging amalgamations. 

Government funding will continue on a triennial basis. Operating grants will be determined for Mch 
year on the basis of agreed-upon tertiary educational profiles. In short, the government intends to link the 
allocation of funds to output and performance. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



o 



Pace 62 

L“”Lt^AwL1S $??oSSond^' 

pos.SKonda,7 imdtalions dls author Ss able “ ”a.“ , y '^. .''°‘“f’'= 

s25HsH=:SS^^ 

^e^■■i.r^a■ss^:,^S"is^i^^^ 

would destabilize existing institutions^rrhi? infnrr^^^- f universities, it is felt that such action 

University/ANU, which operates on different crhprl^i ^ excepuon of the Australian National 

universities are now on a semester system of 13-15 weefa." ^^°st Australian 

CouSol“:^Irf '" Auaoaliaa 

need^f?/a Australian Education Council, convinced of the 

committee will advise the Australian Educitinn rr...n,.,T^ ^ clear as of this update. An advisory 

and two other repreSStativ«“?S SSl a„d rl !f " chairperson 

s^pTiii^drissss'^ 

bra Nadonal Board of io.pIo„.».a BducaSo„"S5 Traiol^ ^rsSSiSi:S°e'lo^1„* 

“"‘fr ‘■'.i" 

will probably be letier cradcs fA p *1 w ^ r^u\ ustralia. The basic systems in Australia 

DiaJcro,L*SSSto ?' '“=" High 



Tertiary Education in Australia 
Page 63 



instead of a GPA. As of this update, the details on computing SWAs are not available. According to Mr. 
Faimie an SWA of 65.4 indicates a better than average student, at least at Curtin University. 

Australian universities in New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory have apparently agreed 
to the following grading scale, although the implementation date is not certain. Accordingly, it is not clear 
to what extent this model is being followed; 



Abbrev. 


Name 


%Ranse 


Definition 


HD 


High Distinction 


85-100 


Top 5% (at U. Sydney, lop 2%) 


D 


Distinction 


75-84 


Next 10% 


c 


Credit 


65-74 


Next 20% 


P 


Pass 


50-64 


Next 30% 



Questions frequently arise with regard to convening Australian grades to U.S. grades. It is very 
and often disadvantageous to conven or equate overseas grades to U.S. grades, and unwise to compute mm 
them a grade point average to define a student's progress or rank him with other students for admission, 
scholarships, and other purposes. However, since admissions offitrers and evaluators are r^uired to do so at 
some institutions and by some faculties, the following information may help with regard to interpreung 
Australian grades. 

While there are differences in terminology, most Australian institutions use a 4-point grading system 
with four clear grades of pass: High Distinction/HD. Distinction/D. Credit/C. Pass/P; or A. B. C. D. Some 
use a 3-point scale: Distinction/D. Credit/C. Pass/P; or A. B. C. In addition, most use two other grades: 
Conceded Pass/CP and Terminating Pass/TP; the latter does not usually allow a student to do higher level 
courses in the subject area. (Among Australian universities, the University of Queensland is the excepuon. 
It uses a scale of 1 [lowest] to 7 [highest]. A grade of "3" is required to pass in some subjects; however to 
do advanced study in a subject, a 4 is usually required. So. even in Queensland, the scheme mcludes four 
clear grades of pass: 7. 6. 5, 4; and the grade of 3. which does not usually allow study in the subject at the 
higher level.) 

Unlike the U.S.. where there is a passing grade that indicates unsatisfactory work— the "D"—.m 
Australia the concept of a passing, but unsatisfactory grade does not exisL The closest parallel woulu y 
grades of Conceded Pass/CP or Terminating Pass/TP. At many institutions, no more than one CP/TP is 
allowed to count towards degree requirements. 

Periiaps there are underlying general practices/grading principles that exist in both countries that might 
provide us with a basis for comparison. For example, in Australian pbjeca. very few students earn grades 
in the category of "Distinction," fewer still, grades of "High Distinction." In the U.S., few students 
typically earn grades of A, in comparison with those earning grades of B and C. Also, in both countnes, 
usually only a few students earn friling grades. 

In the U.S.. fewer students usually cam D’s than earn Cs and B’s. Probably most of the grades earned 
in a subject in the U.S. are in the C range; the next largest number are usually B grades. In Australia, mMt 
students earn marks entitling them to a "Pass" grade (50-64); and the next largest number earn maria 
entitling them to a "Cretht" (65-74). While it’s difficult to generalize, for admission to graduate programs in 
Australia, students need at least a Credit average. Students with averages below this (for exmpl^ p^ 
averages) would be looked at very carefully, some but not all might be admitted. Similarly, it s tufncult to 
generalize with regard to U.S. practices. However, for admission to most U.S. graduate programs, students 
usually need at least a B average, certainly in their last two years of study. 
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Subiegt rj^Fn^) 
Fin. 3A (96) 
Hn. 3B (80) 
Micro 3 (80) 
Macro 3 (90) 



_ High 
Distincrion 
- 85 - 100 ^. 
0 % 

3?o 

0?o 

0?o 



Distinction 

75-84 

6?o 

9fo 

l?o 

5% 



Qedit 

65-74% 

2S% 

30%- 

16% 

33% 



Pass 



32% 

70% 

51% 



Source: Letter from Max Schroeder. Academ ic Registrar. UNSW. April 1989. 
B. Macquane University: Distribution of Pass Results Awarded, 198 1-86. 



Grades 

Percentages 



A 

13-14% 



B 

30-32% 



3% 



13% 

6 % 



C 

53-57% 



0-39 

2 % 

3% 

0 % 

5% 



Source. L=“=J^J^R=|“trars. F.S. Hambly. Secretary. Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee. 



C. Umversity of Quee.Tsland: Recommended Distribution for Pass Grades~% 
Grades hD /7 

Percentages 5 . 7 % 

Source: See B. above. 
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If adoDted the duration of the course will be the equivalent of three years fulltime— two ye^ of 
cour^wSS olfe yS of work experience. The objective of the first year is to provide ^ broa^yj^^ 
education in three fields of study: science and technology, business and vo<auon^ studies. “‘J 
and humanities In the second and third year, specialist studies will be undertaken in one of the thre- fields 
S study, in conjunction with supervised and structured wo± experience culmmaang in a 
related w the student's studies and employmenL (Source: A Higher Education Plan for Victoria 1989-1991, 
Victorian Post Secondary Education Commission. August 1988.) 

Graduate Certificate. This award, sometimes referred to as a "GradCer^" was by the 

Australian Education Council in June 1988. It is designed for ^ific vt^uon^ a Sew 

develoD professional knowledge and skills either already gained in an undergraduate prog:^ or a new 

area. E^xLiples are Graduate Certificate in Information Technology after a Bachelor of En^neenng. or 
Graduate Certificate in Management following a degree in a field other ‘ban Busine^^At mi^um^^^ 
GradCert requires 1/2 year of fulltime study or its equivalenL (Source: Higher Education-a policy 
statement. Australian Government Publishing Service. Canberra. 1988.) 

The Commonwealth Department of Employment. Education, 
provision of education at all levels in Australia. Formerly this agency was the Commonwealth Department 

of Education. 

Law Studies at the Postgraduate Level. The following programs ^ offered by the variou^mu^ 
Usted. All require the first degree in law except where indicated. Anmiian Nanpnal Un'versitt^ radDip in 
International Law, PubUc Law (9 mos.). Master of International Law. Public ^w mos.. f^t degiw m 
law preferred for admission). TTniver^irv of Melbourne-Master of La-wUlM (2 yrs). Mppash Univgr s^— 
Dip of Law in Family Law. International and Comparative Law, and Taxation Law (1 yr. available to those 
wiSi non-law first degree). LLM (1 yr). (Tnive^tv of Qweensla pd — Ll^ (J 

Dip in Criminology. Labour Relations, and Uw and Jurisprudence (1 yr). LLM (1 yr). Upivgrsitv -g £ 
Tasmania — Dip in Welfare Law (1 yr). Master of Legal Studies in Welfare Law (2 yrs). 



Admission to Postsecondary Institutions 



See -Matriculauon Requirements" in each state’s preceding secuon on si^nd^ 

information on admission to each state's/territory’s universines and CAEs. The Aujrra/wn 

English Test (SST) is a language-screening exam for overseas students applying for government-fund^ 

study places in Australian educational instimtions. The test covers the abdity to understand ^ken E^^ 

written EngUsh. and to use acceptable English in written expression. Smdents who have obtmn^ a TOE^ 

score of 550 or better are exempt from the SST. The program will be phased out beginning in January 

1990. 

Australian Scholastic Aptitude Ezamination (ASAT). In 1986. the formerly thrM-hour ASAT ^ 
expanS to include a two-hour writing task. In 1987. the writing task was altered to 2-1^ hoip for a 
JS^mination period of 5-1/2 hours. The ASAT implemented in 1^7 conipnses wo 90-mmute tMung 
sessions, each covering 50 multiple choice questions, for a total of 100 quesuons. Addinoi^ly there i^2 
1/2 hour writing period, during which the candidate is expected to produce an extended piece of prose 
writing, based on a "stimulus piece"— usually a newspaper or magazine article. 

The test is administered twice, during the second week of September and the firat week 
Students need to sit for the earlier session if they intend to qualify for a Ternary Entrance State 
Students out of the country on these dates may sit for the exam at the Australian Embassy nearest their 

location. 

ASAT scores do not appear on any of the senior secondary certificate. However. Indents may obt^ 
their individual ASAT scores from their secondary college or from the Accreditauon Secuon of the ACT 
Schools Authority after the issue of the Tertiary Entrance Statement 
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Tertiarj Documents of Special Interest 



The documents provided on the next few pages are interesting for the following reasons: 
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iiy CUntin CURTJN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY 
F.O. BOX U 1557. PERTH. 6001 



statement of academic record 
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05/1 l/c7 
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BENTLEY 
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awaRl^ of arts’ 

COURSE OF STUDY: 



677 SOCIAL SCIENCES 



STUDENT No.: 



STATUS: good 



UNIT TITLE 



CREDIT 

POINTS 



LATEST ASSESSUCJi^ 



result 



Ml VIOUS ASSESSUCMT 



COURSE ASSSSSSD UNITS; 
19S5 

ANTHROPOLOGY 115 
ENGLISH 142 
HISTORY 111 
POLITICS 112 
. 198S 

POLITICS 220 
POLITICS 221 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 111 
SOCIOLOGY 121 



6 

7 



6 

6 



Total credit points accumulated! 132 

fND Olf RECORD 




Cfnifird Tnif oeJlCiR 



NOTES; S-9 n.fli».r grioe; PX.Paii laiiar luooiemaniov •xm.nii.an | 
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UPDATED INSTITUTIONAL LISTINGS 



additions or corrections to Appendix A: Postsecondary Institutions in Australia in 

° comprehensive information on all postsecondary institutions, users will also need the 

Who volume. 



As of June 1990, the process of creating a total Unified National System is almost but not quite 
complex. Consequently there will probably be additional arrangements that will develop within the tertiary 
swtor. To understand the extent and complexity of what has happened so far, it may help to recognize that 
ere nave recently been at least 27 amalgamations involving at least 76 institutions throughout Australia. 

^"^Ne^En^id^* Advanced Education. Effective 7/17/89, amalgamated with the University of 



Australian Business Academy, Brisbane, Queensland. See "Lorraine Martin, The." 

Australian Busine^ Colleges. T^e Australian Business Education Council/ABEC is a new non- 
profit company initially established to take over the examinations of the Institute of Business 
Administration, and to award the Diploma of Business Administration. Principally it serves as a 
consortium to offer Australian tertiary business courses overseas, including in the United States. 

CoUeges generally referred to as the "Australian business colleges" or "ABEC colleges" offer courses for 
students to prep^ for the ABEC exams. Upon completion of a specific exam within a course, students 
revive an ABEC c^icate (formerly a certificate from the Institute of Business Administration) which 

mdcates that they have "paaed the subject leading to the award of the Diploma of Business 

Adrnmistrauon". (This notation does not mean they actually have earned the diploma.) Upon completion 
ot all e;^s, they receive the diploma of the school (for courses completed), and the ABEC diploma 
(signifying completion of all course requirements). Officials report that the Higher School Certificate or 
Its equivalent is t^ically required for admission to ABEC courses/coUeges. and that it is not uncommon 
for overseas candidates to also have postsecondary qualifications at the time of admission. 

The b^inep rolleges report that qualifications of their faculties include: academic experience in subject 
area; bachelors, sometimes master's degrees; teaching qualifications (DipEd); and work experience. 

Traditio^y, some of these colleges taught shorthand, typing, and traditional office/secretarial skills— at 
the TAFE-t^e level— to Year 10 School Leavers. It appears that the schools have been trying to 
up^ade then- comes and obtain recognition overseas for their programs. At this time, there is no 
evidence that qualifications from the ABEC colleges are recognized by Australian universities. 

The following non-profit ABEC-frferated colleges offer courses to prepare students for ABEC exams and 
of Business Administration, as well as membership in the Institute of Business 

Anminictmfinn* 



WiUiams Busine^ Sydney. New South Wales 2060. Six branches 

in Sydney. Established m 1894. Tel: (02) 957 5588. FAX: (02) 957 5325. 



Prides Business College, 75a Grenfell Street, Adelaide, South Australia. Tel: (08) 223 1585 Two or 
three branches in operation. 



Holmes Commercial College, 270 Flinders Street, Melbourne, Victoria. Tel: (03) 63 1181 Two or 
three branches in operation. 



Australian Business College, 111 St. George’s Tee., Perth, Western Australia. Tel: (09) 321 6051 
Two or three branches in operation. 

Metropolitan Business College, address unknown, Canberra, ACT. One campus. 
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(Source: Daniel Kelch, Principal, North Sydney Campus-Williams Business College, No 1 James Place, 
North Sydney, New South Wales 2060.) 

Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education. Name may also be established as 
"Australian Catholic University." This institution, as of 1991, will incorporate: Catholic College of 
Education (New South Wales), Institute of Catholic Education (Victoria), McAuley College 
(Queensland), and Signadou College (ACT). 

Australian Catholic University. See "Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education." 

\ 

Australian College of Physical Education. Each Australian university and CAE makes its own 
decision about whether to recognize this college's courses. 

Australian Defence Forces Academy, University College, Northcott Drive, Canberra, ACT 2600, 
Australia This institution, proposed at the time of the 1983 volume, is an amalgamation of the three 
former service colleges which existed at that time. It is now the center for tertiary ^education for the 
Armed Services. It operates on a new campus and has the status of "university college" of the University 
of New South Wales/UNSW, which is responsible for conducting courses of study towards the BA, BSc, 
and BEng, and providing opportunities for graduate study and research leading to higher degrees. Degrees 
are awarded by the UNSW. 

Australian Management College, Ml Eliza, Victoria. This was a private college, scheduled to have 
been amalgamated in 1989 with Monash University. 

Australian Maritime College. From mid- 1990, this institution will become part of the University of 
Tasmania. 

Australian William B. Simon University of Sydney. A private university scheduled for 
establishment under NSW legislation to commence late 1990 or 1991. To offer graduate business 
management programs leading to the MBA and Ph.D. 

Ballarat University College, PO Box 663, Ballarat, Victoria 3350. Established mid-1990 in 
association with the University of Melbourne. Formerly Ballarat College of Advanced Education. 

Bendigo College of Advanced Education. Effective mid-1990, will amalgamate with La Trobe 
University. 

Bond University, Private Bag 10, Gold Coast Mail Centre, Queensland, 4217, Australia. Tel.: (natl) 
075 92 0411, (int'l) +61 75 92 0411, ^AX) 075 39 8447. Established in April 1987, by an act of the 
govL of Queensland as a non-profiL private univ. (Australia's first); founded by Bond Corp., a large int'l 
Australian company, and EIE Development Co., Ltd., a substantial Japanese company with interests in 
electronics, computers, and education. Member Association of Commonwealth Universities. Enrolled 
first students May 1989; planned eventual size: 10,000. Calendar 3 sems of 14 wks each. A 3-yr ord. 
bachelor's degree will require a min. of 6 FT sems. 

Founding schools (and majors offered): Business and Law (accL, econ., fin., hotel Sc travel mgmL, 
mktg., produc.); Humanities and Social Sciences (Asian & Pacific studs., Austr. studs„ commumc. 
studs., Engl, studs., European studs.); Information and Computing Science (artif. intell., appl. math, 
systems, appl. stats., communic. networks, compuL design & software design, info. & mgmL tech., 
qual. & project mgmL); Science and Technology (biotech. & plant biotech., environ, tech. & mgmL, 
mails, sci. & tech., med. scL & tech., molecular sci. & tech.). 

Degrees offered: (in 1989) bachelor's and honours degrees in arts, commerce, and science; graduate 
degrees to doctoral level in arts, science, and business. 

Sam Rayner, former registrar at the University of Queensland, states that Bond, "was recognized as a 
university and empowered to grant degrees by an Act of the Queensland Parliament in April, 1987. This 
[step] may not have been strictly necessary; but there had been earlier legislation to control the award of 
degrees in [Queensland]." In response to the following question, "Will Bond University be reco^red by 
the other universities in Australia in terms of degree, transfer credit equivalencies, and credit validation?," 
G. Harmon from the University of New England reports: "It appears that Bond University will be 
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recognised by other universitiw as it has been established both under the companies law and legislation 
passed by the Queensland parliament We anticipate that credit transfer, etc. will not be a problem," (8 
M^h 1989,) F,S, Hambly, Executive Director of the Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Committee/AVCC 
wntw. It is Bond s publicly stated intention to satisfy the AVCC criteria for university status, that; 
. . n’usi be breadth and depth in course offerings: awards must meet national and international 
standards and satisfy the criteria prescribed by professional associations for recognition; and staffing, 
equipment and library resources must be of a standard to meet these objectives,' " 

According to officials from Bond University (at NAFSA 1990 in Portland), enrollments have been 
lower than anucipated. 

Brisbane College of Advanced Education: Carseldine, Kedron Park, and Kelvin Grove 
campuses. Effective mid-1990, will amalgamate with Queensland University of Technology. 

Brisbane College of Advanced Education: Mt. Gravatt campus. Effective 1/1/90 
amalgamated with Griffith University. 

Institute of Advanced Education. This institution, which enrolled its first students in 
1980, IS a campus of the Western Australian College of Advanced Education (CAE). 

Canberra College of Advanced Education. From January 1, 1990 became University of Canberra 
(sponsored by Monash University). 



Canberra Insti^te of the Arts. It is planned that from January 1, 1991, this institution will become 
part of Australian Nauonal University. 

Capncornia Institute of Advanced Education (updated address): Bruce Highway and Yappoon 
Road, I^ckhampton Queensland 4700, Australia. Effecuve 1/1/90 became University College of 
Central Queensland. See "University College of Central Queensland." 



Cattolic College of Education Sydney. See "Australian Catholic Insutute of Higher EducaUon." 

consutuent campuses were also designated as: Mount Saint Mary Campus. 
Strathfield; Castle Hill Campus: and MacKillop Campus. North Sydney. 

JJniversity/CSV. Formed in 1989; consists of CSU Mitchell (formerly Mitchell 
cj ’ • ^ Wagga Wagga campus of Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher 

Education), ^d CSU Murray (formerly Albury campus of Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher 
Educanon). CSU has an association with the University of New South Wales. 



Chisholm Institute of Technology. Effective 7/1/90, will amalgamate with Monash University. 

City Arts Institute of the NSW Institute of the Arts. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the 
Umversity of New South Wales. 



Cumberland College of Health Sciences. Effective 
Sydney. 



1/1/90, amalgamated with the University of 



University of Technology. Owing to Western Australian legislative action passed in 
J^m^r 1986. the Western Australian Insutute of Technology (WAIT) became Curtin University of 
Tahnology rffecuve January 1, 1987. Curtin has been accepted for membership in the Australian Vice- 
Chancellors Committee, and is recognized as a university except by the federal government for funding 
purposes. ® 

Curtin is the sixth largest higher education institution in the counU 7 , enrolling approximately 15,500 
students. It has undergraduate exchange programs with the following U.S. institutions: U. Illinois— 
Urbana and Champaign: Southern Illinois University: Illinois State University: Iowa State University: 
University of Colorado. Graduate and faculty exchanges have been negotiated in very specialized research 
fields with Florida State University. University of Texas/Houston: and the University of Wisconsin. 
Curun University has a branch office in the U.S.: Two Appleuee Square — Suite 144 8011 34th Avenue 
South. Minneapolis. MN 55425: Tel: (612) 854-5800 or (800) 245-2575. ’ 
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A proposed branch at the Yanchep Sun City campus did not materialize. However, Cu^ does have 
anangements with a private institution in Perth where Cumn's B.Bus. degree in Accounting is offered. 
For all purposes, the awards are Curtin awards. 

Grading. To comply with the Australian Vice-Chancellor's Committee (AVCC) proposed 
recommendation that there be uniform grading across the universities, Curtin University converts its 
decile grading system as follows: 



8.9 

7 

6 

5 

PA 

PX 

PC 

X 



W 

Pending 



High Distinction 

Distinction 

Credit 

Pass 

Pass (no higher grade available) 

Pass (after suppl. exam) 

Conc^ed pass 

Outstanding supplementary. At the time of transcript preparation, student has not 
taken supplementary examination. 

Withdrawn 
Result not available. 



As of June 1990, Curtin reports percentile grades on transcripts of academic record. However, in the 
future, it plans to adopt the nationwide standard to report letter grades such as HD, D, C, and P . Curtin, 
like some other universities in Australia, reports a "semester weighted average/SWA," instead of a GPA. 
An SWA of 65.4 is "better than (that earned by) an average student." (I. Faimie. 6/12/90.] 



Two types of honours bachelor's degrees have been awarded by Curtin beginning in 1988: 

• Type (A) where it is an additional year beyond a 3-year pass degree, with a good Pass degree required 
for invitation; 

• Type (B) where the honours program runs concurrenUy with the normal pass degree of four years or 
more in that discipline. 

All associate diplomas, diplomas, bachelor pass degrees, graduate^stgraduate diplomas, and meter's 
may be granted with distinction — a performance (quality) award. The honours bachelor's degree is not 
given with distinction; rather it is classified as follows: 



• First Class Honours 

• Upper Second Class Honours 

• Lower Second Class Honours 

• Third Class Honours 



Generally, selection to Honours is such that Third Class Honours is generally not contemplated. The 
Ph.D.. available since 1988, is not classified. 

Credit points continue to be a measure of workload. A credit point represents one-half hour of work per 
week, including formal classroom work and individual study. A fulltime load ranges from 80 to 100 
credit points per semester, or 160 to 200 credit points per year, with 180 being most common. 
Generally a student should have 480-600 to obtain a three-year pass degree. Six credit points equal one 
semester hour of credit in the United States. Beginning in 1981, the university hopes to move to a 
uniform system of credit points in all semesters with 100 points in each. (Source: A. O. de Sousa, 
Acadonic Registrar, Curtin University.) 

Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education. Effective 1/1/90, became University College of 
Southern Queensland. See "University College of Southern Queensland." 

Darwin Institute of Technology and the University College of Darwin amalgamated to form the 
University College of the Northern Territory which in 1989 evolved into the Northern Territory 
University. 



BEST 



87 
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“f Vicu,ria 

*^**^**\ Queensland. Became Queensland Agricultural College (see entry in 

1983 volume). Amalgamated with University of Queensland effective Ja nuar y 1990 . 

Gippsland Institute of Advanced Education. In mid-1990, will affiliate with Monash University. 

Gold Coast College of Advanced Education, Queensland. Author was unable to find information 
?QQn“ formally designated as a "college of advanced education" and. in January 

Griffith University, there is no reason to doubt that the college waHn 
approved insntuuon within the public sector. See "Griffith University." * 

Hawthorn Institute of Education. In mid-1990. will amalgamate with the University of Melbourne. 
Holmes Commercial College. See "Australian Business Colleges." 

” Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the University of 

"Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education." Previously 
InS Victoria campus. Did not merge into Victoria College as did other SCV campuses^ 

Instead, remains an independent higher educational institution separate from Victoria College. 

EdJJcioI Childhood Education. Amalgamated to form Melbourne College of Advanced 
Institute of Early Childhood Studies of Sydney College of Advanced Education 

Amalgamated January 1.1990. with Macquarie University. taucation. 

Insthute of Technical and Adult Teacher Education, Sydney CAE. Effective January 1 
1990. amalgamated with the University of Technology, Sydney. ^ ’ 

Technology. 

Lorraine Martin Australian Business Academy. See "Lorraine Martin, The." 

Lorraine Martin English Language Centre. See "Lorraine Martin, The." 

Albert Street, Brisbane, Queensland, 4000. Tel.: (07) 221 7266; 
inaction under auspices of two different institutions: Australian 

fiwTev^k S fuK in Language Centre. Queensland English Language Centre has 

five levels of fdltime ELICOS English language courses. Students progress from one level to the next 

business subjects at the Australian Business 
the ABA include Marketing and Management, Travel. Tourism, and 
Hospitality. See informauon elsewhere in this secuon under "English Language Intensive Courses for 
Over^ Stud^ts/aiCOS" and "Australian Business Colleges." At this tiR^TnTc^S^JZ 
qualifications from The Lorraine Martin are recognized by Australian universities. 
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MacArthur Institute of Higher Education. Now University of Western Sydney, Macarthur, PO 
Box 555, Campbelltown, NSW 2560. Tel.: 046 203 100. Enrollment 1990: 5,000; Faculty 300; 
Library: 100,000 vols. Effective 1/1/89, together with Hawkesbury Agricultural College and Nepean 
CAE, formed University of Western Sydney. 

McAuley College. (Updated address) 53 Prospect Rd., Mitchelton, Queensland 4053, Australia. See 
"Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education.” 

Melbourne College of Advanced Education. Melbourne State College (MSC) and the Institute of 
Early Childhood Development (lECD) were two of thirty institutions designated by the federal 
government for amalgamation in 1981 (see "Developments at the Tertiary Level: 1981*1989"). Lengthy 
discussions culminated in the actual amalgamation of MSC and lECD effective January 1, 1983. Both 
institutions were affiliated colleges within the State College of Victoria. 

The amalgamation produced an educational institution capable of meeting many of the needs of 
practicing teachers for formal award-bearing courses (including Master's degrees) and for in-service 
courses. There are three metropolitan campuses (Carlton, Kew, and Abbotsford) and an outdoor education 
center at Noojee. Amalgamated with the University of Melbourne effective January 1, 1989. 

Melbourne State College. Amalgamated to form Melbourne College of Advanced Education (see 
above). 

Mitchell College of Advanced Education. See "Charles Sturt University.” 

Murray Institute. Now Charles Sturt University, Murray. Formerly the Albury Wodonga campus of 
Riverina CAE, briefly the Riverina Murray Institute of Higher Education. 

Nepean College of Advanced Education. As of January 1, 1989, amalgamated with Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College and Macarthur Institute of Higher Education to help form the University of Western 
Sydney. 

New South Wales Institute of the Arts. Two campuses — City Art Institute (formerly part of 
Sydney CAE) and Sydney College of the Arts (formerly a separate institution). Disbanded January 1, 
1990-^ity Art Institute became part of the University of New South Wales, and Sydney College of the 
Arts became pan of the University of Sydney. 

New South Wales Institute of Technology. In 1988, became the University of Technology, 
Sydney. 

New South Wales State Conservatorium of Music. Newcastle Branch — effective 1/1/90, 
amalgamated with the University of Newcastle; Svdnev Branch— effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the 
University of Sydney. 

Northern Rivers College of Advanced Education. Effective 7/17/89, amalgamated with the 
University of New England. 

Northern Territory Upiversity, PO Box 40146, Casuarina, Northern Territory 0811. Tel: (089) 46 
6666. FAX; (089) 27 0612. Telex: DACOL AA85235. Established January 1, 1989, as a result of 
merging the Darwin Institute of Technology and the University College of the Northern Territory (there 
is evidence that Darwin Institute of Technology had already bwn merged into the University College of 
the Northern Territory. See also "University College of the Northern Territory.") 

Divisions— Faculties of Arts, Business, Education, Science; Myilly Point Campus (degrees at this 
campus* will be awarded by the University of Queensland, endorsed to show that they were obtained 
through enrollment at the Northern Territory University). 
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Studies, Journalism, Applied Soc. Science, Fme An], 

SiL?. T^’ M.Sc.*, Ph.D.-): diplomas 

Diplomas (Applied Psych., Applied Social Research, Education): associate 
to provide advanced standing at the Canberra CAE); first year of B .Engineering 
prograrn at Doling Downs Insutute of Advanced Education: technician, other associate diplomas 
(Celtics, Child Care Studies, Theatre Arts, Fashion Technology, Library Practice, Music Teaching) 
and higher certificate courses. ® 

Notre Dame, University of. See "University of Notre Dame." 

Orange Agricultural College. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with University of New England. 

Phillip Institute of Technology. Effective mid- 1990, will amalgamate with La Trobe University. 
Prides Business College. See "Australian Business Colleges." 

Queensland Agricultural College. The zip code should be 4345 (not 4343, as listed in the 1983 
volume). Amalgamated with the University of Queensland effective January 1, 1989 or 1990. 

^ Queensland University 

Technology. The city of maibng address should be Brisbane, North Quay, not simply North Quay. 
Queensland English Language Centre, Brisbane, Queensland. See "Lorraine Martin, The." 

Effective January 1, 1989, became Queensland University of 

Queensland University of Technology. Established January 1, 1989. From mid-1990 will 
incorporate Bnsb^e CAE (Kedron Park, Kelvin Grove, and Seldine campuses) and Qu^nsl^d 
COTservator^ of Munc. Formerly the Queensland Institute of Technology. The zip code should be 
4001 (not 4000, as listed in the 1983 volume). 

PO Box 588, Wagga Wagga, New South Wales, 

,k amalgamauon of an institution in Victoria (Murray) with one in New 

South Wales CaE). It received federal approval. Enrollment (1988): 6500. Faculty (1988): 

. Library: 180,000 vols. In 1989 formed the Charles Stun University (see entry for that institution). 

College. Effective 1991, proposed amalgamation with the University of 

'Ethnology (RMIT). Likely to become a university of 
technology. See Wictona University of Technology." ^ 

wiU. a.e 

Signadou College of Education. See "Australian Catholic Institute of Higher Education." 

Advanced Education/SACAE. This is the 1990 proposed plan 
SACAE (Stun campus) will become pan of HindLi University: 

fnS c^puses) will become pan of South Australian Institute of 

lecnnology, and SACAE (city campus) will l^ome pan of University of Adelaide. 

South Australian Institute of Tech nology/S AIT. The South Australian government so far has 
not agreed to change the status of SAIT to university level. 

EOB 218, Hawthorn, Victoria 3122. Tel: 
819-8911. Estab. 1908. Present name adopted 1982. Two divisions— Swinburne Institute of 
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Technology (enrollment: 6001; faculty: 297); and Swinburne College of TAPE (enroUment: 4408; 
faculty: 154). Library: 203,000 vols. From mid- 1990 wUl become part of La Trobe University. 

Sydney College of the Arts of the NSW Institute of the Arts. Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated 
with the University of Sydney. 

Sydney College of Chiropractic. Scheduled for amalgamation with Macquarie University in 1991. 

Sydney Institute of Education (including the Institute of Nursing Studies and the 
Guild Centre of Sydney CAE). Effective 1/1/90, amalgamated with the University of Sydney. 

TAPE (Technical and Further Education) colleges. The following TAPE colleges provide 
advanced (higher) education courses (this is not an inclusive list): In New South Wales — Argyle College 
of TAPE, Bathurst College of TAPE, Hamilton College of TAPE, Kuiri Kuiri College of TAPE, Ryde 
College of TAPE, Sydney Technical College, Wollongong College of TAPE; Ouegnslaild— Kang^oo 
Point College of TAPE, Mackay College of TAPE, Queensland College of Art, Technical 
Correspondence School, Townsville College of TAPE; Northern Temtorv — ^Batchelor College. (Others 
may also offer advanced/higher education courses. See also the section of this monograph on Technical 
and Further Education, and the institutional list in the 1983 WES volume.) 

Tasman University. In 1987, this non-profit making, private institution announced plans for students 
in Melbourne and Auckland to study courses. As of March 1990, there has been no further information 
regarding this institution which apparendy has foundered. 

Tasmania(n) State Institute of Technology. POB 1214, Launceston, Tasmania 7250. Tel: 003 26 
0201. Established 1968. Enrollment: 2756. Faculty: 175. Library: 112,000 vols. From mid-1990 
scheduled to become part of the University of Tasmania. 

University College of Central Queensland, Rockhampton, Queensland, 4001. From Janua^ 1, 
1990, Capricomia Institute of Advanced Education was renamed; research and graduate work will be 
sponsored by the University of Queensland. 

University College of Southern Queensland, Post Office Darling Heights, Toowoomba, 
Queensland. 4350. From January 1, 1990, Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education was renamed; 
research and graduate work will be sponsored by the University of Queensland 

University College of Darwin and the Darwin Institute of Technology amalgamated to form the 
University College of the Northern Territory. 

University College of the Northern Territory, GPO Box 1341, Darwin. Northern Territory 5794, 
Ausl Tel: 089 462211. Formed in late 1985 by the amalgamation of Darwin Institute of Teclmology 
and the University College of Darwin. Began teaching in February 1987. Made arrangements with the 
University of Queensland to follow its curriculum at least until 1991. Until then. University of 
Queensland monitors teaching and assessment, and awards degrees endorsed to show they were obtained 
through enrollment at the University College. 1986 enrollment statistics: 



In 1989, became the Northern Territory University. (See listing for that institution.) 

University of Canberra, PO Box 1, Belconnen, Australian Capital Territory, 2616. Formerly Canberra 
College of Advanced Education. As of January 1, 1990 became University of Canberra, under the 
sponsorship of Monash University. 



Men 

Women 

Total 



FT PT Ext. 
27 64 5 

44 154 15 

71 218 20 
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^ mfJ ioon ^ Melbourne. Amalgamated with the Melbourne CAE effective January 1. 1989. From 

(amalgamate with) the Victorian College of Pharmacy. Hawthorn 
Insutute of Education. Victonan College of the Arts, and Victorian College of Agriculture and 
Honiculture. Also has an association with Ballarat CAE. * 

rf be opened in 1992 as a new private university in 

^ established under Western Australian legislation and plans to offer a full range of 

University of Technology, Sydney. PO Box 123, Broadway, New South Wales, 2007 Formerlv 

“f ‘[“""“■“Sr- 1983 WES volume for informadon on L NSW 



^°Janu2?i°fQM*SYf 2007. Established 

^ ® network university of three members: Hawkesbury Agricultural CoUege, 

SS UnSJ^r if ® considered for establishment as 

n College.") TTus university stands alone; but has a formal academic relationshin with 

S Signs' sow Campbellmwn and Milpema. Ennillmen. (1988): 

'"'3M?Au?l Horticulture. PO Box 317, East Melbourne. Victoria 

alvSrlfS^reir-^Sry^^^^ »“ -89- wid. 

Victorian College of the Arts. In mid-1990. will amalgamate with the University of Melbourne. 

Victorian College of Pharmacy. In mid-1990. will amalgamate with the University of Melbourne. 

Technology. A new university. From mid-1990 will comprise Footscray 
TtSinolo^^ Technology. Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, and Western Institute of 

Advanced Education. In mid-1990. amalgamated with Deakin 

International College is registered by the Overseas Student Office as a center 
t^tteaches preparatory English courses to overseas students. It does not offer courses at the tertiary 



Westera Institute [of Technology], PO Box 315. Sl Albans. Victoria 3021, AusL Tel- 365 2111 
fro*" '"^•1990. wUl be part of Victoria University of Technology. Admission- 
rv “““ approved by VCAB or a specific Year 12 program' 

CeSte or ^ completion of a TAPE certificate, or the first year of an aSS 

fSSS (^ompSg 5L!ng ’^‘^9 iu: Applied Sciences, Am. 



Williams Business College. See "Australian Business Colleges." 

Wodonga Institute of Tertiary Education. Box 963. Wodonga, Victoria 3690 
Est^hs^ 1988. Recognized and approved by the state govemmenL From mid- 
with La Trobe University. 



Tel: (060) 56 1121 
1990 will amalgamate 
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Yanchep Sun City branch of the Curtin University of Technology. The proposal for this branch did not 
materialize. 



Sources: 

deSousa, A. O.. Academic Registrar, Curtin University of Technology. GPO Box U 1987, Perth. Western 

Fairrd^^lS.'DlS^w^S American Office. Curtin University. Two Appletree Square. Suite 144. 8011 

34th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55425 [Commentary]. ^ • a Anc^iian 

aJtU^for ihc Nadcnnl Rtgimadon o{ Awards. Tht Ausmlian Council on Tenmrr Awaris, Ansnnlian 

Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1989. z-nn n„, na-? Panher™ 

Hambly. F. S.. Executive Director. Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee. GPO Box 1142, Canberra. 

Harmo^oSilfefe^^ and Head of the Department of Administr^ve and Higher Education Studies. The 
University of New Enzlnndt Armidale, New South Wales 2351 [Letter]. . ^ 

Latimer. Roselnary. Executive Officer. Policy. Victorian Post-Secondary Educauon Commission. PO Box 

346,Hawthom, Victoria 3211 [Letter]. . „ t • . a arvtT rr -nw-i 

Porter, Douglas. Secretary and Registrar. University of Queensland, Lucra. Queei^d 4067 

Taylor. Ross, Academic Registrar, University of Western Sydney, Macarthur, New South Wales 2560 

[Letter]. 
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 



The information that follows includes additions and corrections to the list of Australian professional boards 

Md ^sociaaons which appeared the 1983 volume in Chapter 6: Other Professional Preparation and 
QualificaDons. 



Australian Business Education Council Ltd. (See "Australian Business Colleges" in the preceding section.) 

Australia ^nite of Expon (Victorian Division), Industry House, 370 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne, 
Australia 3004. 

i^inistration, 16 Atchison Street, Sl Leonards, New South Wales 2065. Tel: (02) 
1361 . Holders of the ABEC Diploma of Business Administration qualify for membership. 

Institute of Diesel Engineers of Australia. (No information to date.) 

Libx^ ^SMiation of America. Correction to p. 175 of the previous WES volume. Entry under 
Membership Level" column should be "Associate" not "Member". 



Caroline Aldrich-Langen 
Office of Admissions and Records 
California State University, Chico 
Chico, CA 95929-0720 
September, 1990 
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